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Two of the side-light helps to the study of Acts 
are given in our pages this week. Dr. Philip Schaff 
shows something of the methods of the Early Church, 
while President Moss treats of the sources of its power. 


In our series of Sunday-school sketches, the field 
and work of the Protestant Episcopal Church of the 
United States receive attention this week. The Rev. 
G. W. Shinn, who gives the sketch, is a well-known 
worker and writer in the department of which he 
treats. His series of Sunday-school lesson helps has had 
large prominence in its field. 


There is unmistakable genuineness in the longing of 


our Scotch poet for the home of his heart—as ex- 
pressed in the pathetic lines, “ Ken ye the Lan’ ?” 

our contributors’ page. Any land which has ol ae a 
hold on its absent children as is here illustrated, is 


sure to remain a potent factor in the world’s his- 
tory. 


wandering. “Ken ye the Lan’?” 

To understand the facts and teachings of the New 
Testament, it is necessary to be familiar with the facts 
and teachings of the Old Testament. But it is not 
necessary to be familiar with the many facts and 
teachings of either Old Testament or New, in order to 


us | to seek or to accept salvation through Christ. 





There is a Land which, above all others, | 
deserves such love and longing from all whose citizen- | 
ship is there, however far from it they may now be 
| societies.” 





understand that we are sinners, and that Jesus Christ 
is the Saviour of sinners. Hence it is that the 
first lesson to a needy sinner should be that he is a 
sinner, and that Jesus Christ proffers him salvation. 
After he has closed in with the Saviour’s proffer, he 


‘|can take time for studying the other facts and 


teachings of the Bible. Bishop Patteson, the 
martyr-bishop of the South Seas, said that he 
found it better to begin with John’s Gospel in the 
teaching of his barbarous hearers. The truths of 
that once learned, and other truths could be taken 
up more leisurely. Yet there are teachers who think 
that a scholar must be grounded in the main facts of 
the whole Bible story ‘before he is in a hopeful’ state 
Such 
teachers are among those who think that the great 
end—instead of the great beginning—of Sunday- 
school teaching is the scholar’s conversion. What a 
mistake they are making ! 


There are times when men’s thoughts naturally take 
the form of words and arrange themselves in orderly 
sentences. There are other times when no words can 
reveal the thoughts, but when a look might convey 
what a volume could not contain. So is it in regard 
to prayer. Sometimes our ideas find easy utterance ; 
again they struggle at the door of a full heart, and 
cannot find exit. So Esther stood. silent before her 
lord, disclosing only by her wistful presence all her 
trust and entreaty. So, as it is told of the devout 
Bengel when he spread out his hand before God, as 
he turned from his Bible to retire to rest, and simply 
murmured, “ Lord, it is all understood between us.” 
And so may we all, if we will, turn our hearts to 
him to whom our hearts are known, and offer our 
unutterable longings for his ineffable gifts of love 
and peace. “And in like manner the Spirit also 
helpeth our infirmity: for we know not what to pray 
for as we ought; but the Spirit himself maketh inter- 
cession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered.” 
There is no moment so busy, no place so crowded ; 
but that this form of prayer is then and there possible , 
and thus it is that we may obey the charge of the 
apostle, “ Pray without ceasing.” 


That earthly riches bring peculiar temptations, is a 
fact as clearly evidenced in the experience of the 
world as it is plainly declared in the Scriptures. But 
when any man of wealth triumphs, through grace, 
over the temptations of his position and acquirements, 
there is cause for gratitude and rejoicing. Then it is 
that all things—riches included—are seen to work 
together for good to another tried and loving 
child of God. An eminent illustration of the pos- 
on | sibility of growing in wealth without diminish- 
ing in grace is furnished in the now disclosed 
record of Mr. William E. Dodge. In a trustworthy 
sketch of Mr. Dodge, in The New York Tribune, it 
is said concisely: “ His religious life was never weak- 
ened by his prosperity, and as he became more 
wealthy, he associated himself with more religious 
He contributed liberally to the great 
benevolences of the Church, and to the lesser ones; 
and yet again he gave freely and widely in private 
benefactions, Nor was he contented with the giving 


selves to his head and heart; 


;| poet of the commonplace.” 





Sunday-school worker, as teacher or as super- 
intendent. In the cause of missions, and of tem- 
perance, and ‘of education, and of philanthropy in 
almost its every phase, he was active by his presence 
and counsel while giving generously of his means. It 
is said that for a series of years his gifts have nut at 
any time fallen short of one hundred thousand dollars 
a year, while they have reached a point as high as 
four times that sum annually. And he has supported 
entirely, or substantially aided, as many as a hundred 
students at one time. His giving and his doing were 
alike commendable, and they were mutually helpful 
in evidencing and in promoting his Christian life. 
It is not enough for a man to give money liberally 
without having a part in religious activities. Nor is 
it enough for him to work in a good cause without 
aiding it by his purse. Mr. William E. Dodge did 
both, and he is honored in memory accordingly. 





EVERY-DAY SAINTLINESS. 


Since the death of Mr. Longfellow certain “thought- 
ful” critics, who deem enthusiasm a defect rather than 
a duty, have risen to assure us that the author of 
Hiawatha and Evangeline was, after all, only “the 
He sang simply and 
sweetly, to be sure, of faith, hope, and charity; of duty 
to others and of consolation from above, but after all 
his verses were of an ordinary and humdrum sort, fit 
for the attention of Sunday-school teachers and seam- 
stresses, rather than of philosophic thinkers and stu- 
dents of the problem of intellectual development. 
“The cloud of depreciation which ””—says a recent 
writer—“ seems to settle upon the achievement of every 
man of letters soon after death,” has, in Mr. Longfel- 
low’s case, sought to hide from sight his scholarship, his 
introduction to American readers of the treasures of 
foreign literature, his essentially national epic of Hia- 
watha, his presentation of the men and ways of early 
New England, and his almost unequaled strength as 
a sonneteer,—and to present to view only those poemis 
of the heart which to heartless readers are but mawk- 
ish sentiment or cheap moralizing. 

It is hardly necessary, we think, to enter upon any 
laborious refutation of such charges against the 
method and work of our most read poet. They can 
be,met, even on that purely artistic field which to 
some recent critics seems the battle-ground of life. 
But granting all that Mr. Longfellow’s detractors 
demand, is it true that the poetry of sentiment ought 


to give way to the intellectual abstractions of an 


Arnold or the subjective analyses of a Browning? Is 
it to become a crime to feel, anda commonplace to 
express, an emotion? Will the next generation refuse 
to read such cheap trash as Resignation, A Psalm of 
Life, and The Reaper and the Flowers, while it seeks 
to draw all spiritual and intellectual consolation from 
the latest utterance of modern stoicism and material- 
ism? If so, Longfellow failed to bring any genuine 


benefit to the world, in his best-loved work, and must 
| be content to take a back seat in the hall of fame, 


beside those who have written with an equally mis- 
taken purpose. But if, on the other hand, he was 
right in his assumption that men and women have 


| hearts as well as heads; that they love and mourn, 
of money in aid of causes which commended them-| hope and fear, struggle and tremble, and look long> 


he worked in their |ingly amd trustfully upon two worlds of the soul,— 


behalf. For a third of a century or more he was a! then it must be admitted that few modern writers have 
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more successfully voiced the common—the common- 
place—thoughts and aspirations of humanity. 

This nineteenth century of ours needs, no less than 
did Peter himself, to be reminded, again and again, 
that it has no right to call common what God has 
cleansed. ‘he lot of all humanity we wisely call 
“common ;” the Roman deemed nothing human | 
foreign to him; and the great Englishman found that | 
“one touch of nature makes the whole world kin.” | 
This truth, stated in a thousand forms, has become 
axiomatic, and its very familiarity breeds contempt 
for it, so that it is ignored or forgotten. Just as 
Christ’s hearers needed to be told that the kingdom of 
heaven is of such as have become like little children, 
so does the self-sufficient philosophy of to-day need to 
be reminded that life and duty are more universal 





and more noble than mere philosophical speculation. 
Wordsworth taught British society that there was an 
existence outside of the drawing-room ; to-day we need | 
many Longfellows to remind us that life is not a mere | 
subject for analysis in the laboratory or the lecture- 
room. Few can devote their whole time to attend- 
ance on schools of philosophy, but all must feel the 
burden of every-day obligation, and climb to the stars 
through many a bramble of petty temptation and un- 
attractive duty. 

This irksomeness and cheapness of daily life—how 
shall we conquer it and make it worthy of the Giver 
of life? First of all by remembering that lesson 
which isso constantly before us, and which, because 
of its ever-present importance, has more than once 
been emphasized in these columns : that we are always 
in the balances, that one glimpse is sufficient, and that | 
duties never conflict. We do not always know, we | 
do not always have a right to know, the far-reaching 
effect of some small action in the line of personal 
obligation. It is no mere “ sentimentalist,” but one | 
of the first of American mathematicians, that has | 
urged us to remember tliat “the influence which a— 
man exerts does not cease with the effect that he has 
upon his most intimate friends; nor does it flow from | 
the power of his word alone, nor from the mere force , 
of his example. Whatever a man does, or thinks, or | 
feels, even in solitude, has an effect upon the world. | 
For, in the first place, it affects himself and his own 
character ; and that character must influence, in some 
manner, those with whom he comes in contact ; influ- 
ence them in proportion to the strength of his power 
to affect them, and to the weakness of their power to 
resist him. A cheerful countenance carries a gleam 
of sunshine into the darkest alley ; a sad face throws 
a shadow over the hearts of those who pass it, even 
on a crowded thoroughfare; thus every shade of 
thought and feeling, expressed in the countenance, or in 
word, or gesture, or action, produces some correspond- 
ing change, slight though it may be, in all souls that | 
recognize, however dimly, the expression. And this 
change transfers itself, in varying proportions, to 
ever-widening circles. Thus the spirit and tone of 
the age is the sum of the individual thoughts, and 
thus also the individual character of each man, is, to 
some extent, the product of all the preceding ages of 
the race.” This lesson of the greatness of individual 
responsibility was also enforced by a still more emi- 
nent mathematician, the late Benjamin Peirce, when 
he said: “In the material world one atom can replace 
another without prejudice to the system. Tree can 
ever be substituted for tree, and beast for beast, each 
in its kind; so that species is everything, and indi- 
vidual nothing. But it is quite the reverse in the 
spiritual world. An individual cannot hold the place 
of another, as father, mother, or child; as husband or 
wife; as king, or warrior, or statesman, or trusted 
friend, or beloved pastor. The spiritual individual 
is everything.” 

This was why Professor Peirce’s friend Longfellow, 
in one of his most “ commonplace ” lines, urged us 
simply to “ act in the living present.” This is why 
an every-day but sublime saintliness has been shown | 
by so many a plain farmer, or private soldier, or 
work-a-day merchant, or weary mother, or jaded 
kitchen girl. It is in fighting down some temptation 





_ tember 25, 1880, “The Bibles Compared,” the Oxford Uni- 





to be despondent or ill-tempered ; in faithfully doing | 
our very best in the present plain duty; in making. 
this day, hour, minute, just what it should be,—that we 
fear God and keep his.commandments, loving our | 
Maker and our neighbor as ourselves. If the struggle | 
and the victory are commonplace, that is God’s affair, 

not ours; he knows that the battle, and the dehter,| 
and the helper are his own. Belief in this fact is! 
the faith that 





“Makes each soul a separate heaven, 
A court for Deity.” 





NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS. 


As our readers are sure to be interested in the matter 
of Teachers’ Bibles, and as we have already expressed 
ourselves freely as to the comparative merits of the dif- 
ferent Bibles of this sort offered for their choice, we are 
glad to call attention to the subject anew, now that there 
is a new reason for doing so. It will be remembered by 
many of our readers, that a little more than two years 
ago we made a careful and extended comparison of the 
various Teachers’ Bibles in the market, and, while giving 
the preference as a whole to the Oxford Bible, we 
expressed the opinion that in quite a number of points 
the Teachers’ Helps of that Bible could be improved. 
It will be seen by the subjoined letter that the publishers 
of that Bible have availed themselves of our suggestions 
in that comparative exhibit, and that they now offer to 
teachers a collection of helps to Bible study in advance 
of anything before known. Their American agents— 
Messrs. Thomas Nelson and Sons, of New York—write: 

Profiting by the article in The Sunday School Times of Sep- 


versity Press has made a thorough revision of the ‘‘ Helps to 
the Study of the Bible,” adding much matter thereto, using 
the suggestions in the article referred to, and have incorporated 
these new “Helps ’’ in the Teachers’ Bibles as now issued. 

The Oxford Teachers’ Bibles as thus improved are more 
fully described in our department of Books and Writers, 
We are glad to make public this fresh evidence of the 
readiness of the great Bible publishing houses of the 
world to meet the highest demand of the Bible-studying 
community. o 

In the series of papers now publishing in our columns, 
in exhibit of the various denominational fields of Sun- 
day-school work throughout our country and Canada, 
each denomination is represented by some prominent 
worker in that field. Yet it is hardly to be expected 
that any one man can so cover all the ground assigned 
to him that no one could supplement his statement with 
important facts. Here, for instance, comes a Virginia 
correspondent with the suggestion of needed additions 
to the Southern Baptist statistics. He says: 

Your correspondent, the Rey. T. C. Boykin, whose article on 
Baptist Sunday-school work in the South appeared in a recent 
issue, must have missed the mark very widely in his statistics. 
He reports 67,221 officers and teachers, but only 142,936 scholars, 
which is hardly an average of two scholars to a teacher.. But 





there is glmost indisputable proof that he is mistaken in at least 
two points. He reports only 142,936 scholars in Baptist schools 
‘white and colored) of the South. The minutes of the Baptist | 
General Association of Virginia report 42,135 in the white schools | 
of this one state. It is not possible we are doing nearly one- | 
third of the work in the South. Again he reports 104,190 
volumes in the libraries, whereas the report for our state (white 
schools) is 48,158 volumes, It cannot be possible that we have 
nearly half the books in the Sunday-school libraries of the 
South. If in other things he is no more correct, your readers 
are vastly misinformed. Tell him to “pick flint and try it 
again.” 

It is pleasant to know that the reported Sunday-school 
statistics in any given field are an underestimate rather 
than an exaggeration. We shall be glad to give any 
added facts in this direction. 


Our plain-spoken words about our position with refer- 
ence to denominational questions, as called out by 
Dr. Woolsey’s comment on baptism, and the Baptist 
protests which it evoked, have been most gratifvingly 
responded to by appreciative letters from many different 
quarters. And now there comes from a Canadian clergy- 
man so sensible and fair a statement of the entire case, 
as it is viewed by an impartial observer, that we give it 
herewith, complete: 

I had been expecting a storm of protests against Dr. Woolsey’s | 
comment on the possibility, or otherwise, of immersion on the | 
day of Pentecost ; now I find it has come, It seemed hardly fuir | 
to your Baptist readers to allow such a comment without at 
least the off-set Which you have very properly inserted now in | 
Notes on Open Letters. 1 do not know but that you have now | 





| 





done injustice to Dr. Woolsey’s side, by allowing so many to 
occupy so much space in reply to his brief sentence. With the 
limited room at your command, you certainly have a difficult 
course to steer. You have Scylla on the one hand, and Charyb- 
dis on the other. There are two courses open to an undenomi- 
national journal like The Sunday School Times. One is, to 
allow the.expression of no sentiments that are opposed to arty 
denomination ; the other is, to allow afree expression, in kindly 
and fair terms, of the peculiar sentiments of each denomination, 
side by side. I think the latter would be more like the true | 
union course. If withholding or concealment of our peculiar 
tenets as denominations is necessary to peace, our union is but 
superficial; it is not union at all. If no distinctive opinions 
are to be expressed, then I fear you are offending, in almost 
every issue, some of the smaller denominations, such as the 
Quakers, Seventh-day Baptists, ete., who say nothing because 
of their comparative diminutiveness or their quiet nature, but 
whose rights are none the less on that account. I had expected 
an outcry before this, from the other side of the baptism question, 
against a remark of Dr. Conant’s in his article, some weeks ago, 
on “The Genuineness and Authenticity of Mark 16: 9-20,” 
wherein he says: “ Without this passage, ‘we have no record, 
in the Gospels, of faith as preliminary to baptism. ‘He that 
believeth and is baptized.’”” From this fact he argues the 
importance of retaining the passage for the sake of retaining, 
as he thinks it would, that “important” doctrine, which is 
peculiarly a Baptist one. On the whole, you have certainly 
steered remarkably free from denominational crotchets; and it 
is to be hoped your valuable journal will be long continued, in 
one way or other, inter-denominational, so that we may all get 
the benefit of it, and feast at the one table. 

As to the remark of Dr. Conant above referred to, we 
do not see how any one who was not a Baptist could find 
fault with what was seemingly a remarkable admission 
of his. Nor would the Baptists take it as a prejudiced 
statement, when made by so prominent a representative 
of their denomination as Dr. Conant. 


— - 


In treating any such question as that of the right and 
wrong of falsehood, or the duty of tithe-giving, it is our 
purpose to point out principles of action by which our 
readers can decide for themselves every particular case 
which may present itself to them in their several spheres 
of conduct. But we find that inquiries are likely to pour 
in upon us for our application of these principles to par- 
ticular cases, when it would be better for the questioners 
to make it for themselves. Thus just now in the tithe- 
giving line. It is a good sign that so many of our read- 
ers are ready to do their fullest duty in this matter, but 
we must leave them to work out the details in the light 
of a divinely guided conscience. A Canada reader asks: 

As the land held by the Israelites was freehold, would not the 
tithe be equal toan annual rent? Should the American farmer 
who pays a high rent, tithe the product of his farm before or 
after the payment of the rent? Is it just to expect the poor 


‘man, who can scarcely earn sufficient to support his family, to 


pay the same proportion of his income to the church as his 
rich neighbor, who is able to live in luxury, and then save 
enough to buy farms for his children ? 

In the question of a poor man’s duty toward God, the 
rich neighbor’s conduct is not an element of considera- 
tion. A poor man with God is better off than a rich man 
without God. And if the poor man has a harder time 
in this world—this world is not the end of all things, 
as Lazarus found out. But about farm rent, or the house- 
rent of a boarding-house keeper, or the shop expenses of 
a shopkeeper, and many another point of that kind, they 
have all been settled by decisions under income-tax 
laws. The money which is received by a person for 
another is not hisown properincome. For example, the 
profit on a stock of goods sold, with the shop expenses 
taken out, is the income of that shop business. Again, 
if a man hires a farm, in order that he might live from 
the profit of its produce, his rent must be paid before he 
has any proper income. But, on the other hand, if a 
man hires a farm to enjoy himself on it, its rent may be 
an item of luxury.- He must settle that question for 
himself. 

Again, a Philadelphia reader has a question as to the 
proper use of the tithe. He says: 

A young man, on a moderate salary, is compelled to provide 
entirely for his wife’s mother and father. Has hea right to use 
any of the tithe money for that purpose ? 

Well, that depends—. If those relatives are now fairly 
a portion of that young man’s family charge, they and 
he should be supported on Ais proper income—one-tenth 
of the income not being his, for his use, or for the use of 
Lis. But, again, the circumstances might show that those 
persons were not the young man’s proper charge, but 
were the Lord’s representatives in a peculiar sense. That 
also can be settled by the party responsible. That which 
comes in as your own, is your income. That which is 
expended for yourself, or for yours, is not a gift to the . 
Lord. Whoever wants to do his full duty in such a 
matter, need be in no doubt, within these limits, 
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KEN YE THE LAN’? 


[After Goethe's Song of Mignon.] 
BY JOHN T. NAPIER. 


Ken ye the lan’ o’ the laigh gray skies, 
Whaur the green pine nods, an’ the wild bird cries; 
Whaur the heather blooms an’ the gowan grows, 
An’ sweet is the scent o’ the briar-rose ? 
Ken ye the lan’? 

I am fain, I am fain, 
Tae see the blue hills o’ my ain lan’ again. 


Ken ye the path ow’r the weary sea, 
Wi’ the loupin’ waves an’ the blawing bree ?— 
Alane wi’ God, wi’ nae lan’ in sicht ; 
But the east fornenst wi’ the dawn is bricht. 
Ken ye the path ? 

I am fain, I am fain, 
Tae feel the saut win’ i’ my face again. 


Ken ye the fowk i’ the mirk, alane, 
Whase ears are gleg for the stap o’ their ain? 
Their words may be cauld, but their herts are aflame ; 
“Ye’ve been lang awa; ye are welcome hame.” 
Ken ye the fowk? 
I am fain, I am fain, 
Tae see the dear licht o’ their faces again. 





DEACONS AND DEACONESSES. 
BY PHILIP SCHAFF, D. D. 


1. The term “deacon” has now very different meanings 
in different churches, although all claim apostolic prece- 
dent. An Episcopal deacon is simply a candidate for 
the priesthood. A Methodist deacon is elected by the 
annual conference, and ordained by the bishop, to admin- 
ister baptism and to solemnize matrimony, and to do the 
duties of a traveling preacher. Inthe Lutheran Church 
of. Germany, a “diaconus” is an afternoon preacher, or 
chaplain, or assistant minister, but equal in standing 
with regular clergymen, A Congregational deacon is 
what a lay-elder is in the Presbyterian churches, and 
occupies a very important and responsible position. In 
the Dutch and German Reformed Churches, the deacon 
comes nearest the primitive function of taking care of 
the poor and attending to the temporalities of the con- 
gregation. The constitution of the Presbyterian Church 
- calls for just such an office, but in practice most Pres- 
byterian congregations have no deacons at all, and assign 
vhis duties to the elders, or to a board of trustees, who 

need not be communicant members. 

2. But what is the meaning and office of an apostolic 
deacon? This is the more important question than the 
denominational differences just mentioned. 

(1.) The Origin of the Diaconate.—A deacon (diakonos), 
in general, means a servant, a helper; and the term may 
be applied to all ministers of the gospel as servants of 
God and of Christ. But in a special and technical sense, 
it designates the second or lower class of congregational 
officers, as distinct from the presbyters or bishops (which 
terms are used in the New Testament of one and the 
same office). The origin of this office is related in the 
sixth chapter of Acts. It grew out of a special emer- 
gency in the congregation of Jerusalem, in consequence 
of a complaint of the Hellenists, or Greek Jews, that 
their widows were neglected in the daily ministration at 
the common love-feasts (agape). Hence, the apostles, 
who had hitherto themselves attended to this duty, 
caused the congregation to elect from their midst seven 
brethren, and ordained them by prayer and the laying 
on of hands. The congregation, in a spirit of impar- 
tiality, and consideration for the minority, chose seven 
Hellenists, if we are to judge from their Greek names; 
namely, Stephen (the protomartyr, and forerunner of 
Paul), Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, 
and Nicolas. Greek names, however, were not uncom- 
mon among the Jews at that time. The diaconate, there- 
fore, like the presbytero-episcopate, grew out of the 
apostolic office, which at first embraced all the minis- 
- terial functions and duties. Christ chose apostles only, 
and left them to divide their labor under the guidance 
of his Spirit, with proper regard to times and circum- 
stances, and to found such additional offices in the 
Church as were useful and necessary. 

The “seven” elected on the occasion referred to 
(Acts 6:8; ef. 21: 8) were not extraordinary commis- 
sioners Or superintendents (as Stanley, Plumptre, W. L. 
Alexander hold), but deacons in the primitive sense 
_of the term; for, although they are not called “ dea- 
cons” in The Acts (which never uses this term), their 
office is expressly described as an office of help (diakonia), 
or serving at the tables (Acts 6:1, 2). Exegetical tradi- 





tion is almost unanimously in favor of this view, and the 
latest and best commentators sustain it (compare Meyer, 
Alford, Hackett, Lange, Jacobson, Howson, and Spence, 
on Acts 6: 3; also Lightfoot, Philippians, pp. 185, sqq.). 
In the ancient Church, the number seven was considered 
binding ; and at Rome, for example, as late as the middle 
of the third century, there were only seven deacons, 
though the number of presbyters amounted to forty-six. 
There is, indeed, a difference between the apostolic and 
the ecclesiastical deacons,—a difference which is acknowl- 
edged by Chrysostom, Cicumenius, and others; but the 
latter were universally regarded as the legitimate succes- 
sors of the former,—as much so as the presbyters were 
the successors of the presbyter-bishops of the New Tes- 
tament,—notwithstanding the changes in their duties 
and relations. “In these early days,” says Alford, on 
Acts 6: 3, “titles sprung out of realities, and were not 
hierarchical classifications.” 

(2.) The Duties—The diaconate was instituted first 
for the care of the poor and the sick. Those who held 
the office were alms distributors and nurses; the deacons 
for the male portion of the congregation, the deaconesses 
for the female. But this care was spiritual as well as 
temporal, and implied instruction and consolation as 
well as bodily relief; for Christian charity uses poverty 
and affliction as occasions for leading the soul to the 
source of all comfort. Hence Paul counts the helps and 
ministrations among the spiritual gifts (1 Cor. 12: 28). 
Hence the appointment of such men for the office of 
deacons as were of strong faith and exemplary piety 
(Acts 6: 3; 1 Tim. 3: 8, sqq.). The moral qualifica- 
tions prescribed by Paul are essentially the same as those 
for the bishop (presbyter). Hence the transition from 
the diaconate to the presbyterate was easy and natural. 
Stephen preached, and prepared the way for Paul’s min- 
istry of the Gentiles; and Philip, another of the seven 
deacons of Jerusalem, subsequently labored as an evan- 
gelist (Acts 8: 5-40; 21:8). But they did this in the 
exercise of a special gift of preaching, which, in the 
apostolic age, was not confined to any particular office. 
The patristic interpreters understand the passage in 
1 Timothy 3: 13 of promotion from office of deacon to 
that of presbyter; but “the good standing,” which is 
gained by those who “have served well as deacons,” 
refers to the honor rather than to the promotion. We 
should not confound the liberty of the apostolic Church 
with the fixed ecclesiastical order of a later age. In the 
fullness of the Holy Spirit, and under the guidance of 
inspired apostles, the Church of the first century stood 
above the need of the mechanism of office, and divine 
charity was the leveller and equalizer of all class dis- 
tinctions. 

(8.) Deaconesses.—In the New Testament there is a dis- 
tinct trace of the existence of deaconesses, that is, women 
who were regularly employed for the care of the poor 
and sick, and to administer hospitality among the female 
portion of the congregation. In the Orient and in Greece 
the sexes were much more strictly separated (as they are 
to this day among the Mohammedans, Jews, and Gen- 
tiles) than in Christian Europe and America. Hence 
there was a practical necessity for a special class of 
female officers who had access to their own sex and could 
discharge the charitable functions of the diaconate much 
more easily and effectually than men. Phebe is called 
a deaconess of the congregation of Cenchrea, the port of 
Corinth, and was intrusted by Paul with the important 
mission of carrying his Epistle to the Romans (Rom. 
16:1). The pious and devoted women, Prisca, Mary, 
Tryphena, Tryphosa, and Persis, who “labored much 
in the Lord,” and are saluted by Paul (Rom. 16: 3, 6, 12), 
were in all probability likewise deaconesses ; for just in 
that capacity women could make themselves most use- 
ful in the Church without stepping outside of their proper 
sphere, or violating their native modesty. Whether cer- 
tain passages in the Pastoral Epistles (1 Tim. 3: 11; 5:9; 
Tit. 2: 3) refer to the same office, is a matter of dispute 
among commentators. 

In the Eastern churches, the office of deacoyess con- 
tinued down to theend of the twelfth century. The candi- 
dates were solemnly ordained. In the Roman Church the 
congregational deaconesses ceased, or were superseded 
by sisterhoods devoted to charitable work. Everybody 
knows what a powerful, though silent, influence these 
sisterhoods exert in public and private hospitals, female 
seminaries, in afflicted homes, and how effectually they 
commend their Church even to Protestants and the indif- 
ferent world. Far be it that we should detract one iota 
from the merit of those noble women, who, prompted by 
the love of Christ, devote their fortune and their lives 
to the relief and comfort of their suffering fellow-men, 
and find their happiness in this labor of love. We 





the Roman Catholic or any other church. It redounds 
to the honor of Christ, our common Lord. 

Among Protestants, similar sisterhoods have been 
founded by the Moravians and in Lutheran, Episcopal, and 
other churches. The most useful institution and society 
of that kind is the sisterhood of Kaiserswerth on the 
Lower Rhine, founded by Pastor Fliedner, which has 
sent out branches to various parts of Germany, Switzer- 
land, France, Russia, Sweden, Alexandria, Smyrna, 
Beirut, and Jerusalem. The sisterhood is an honor and 
benediction to evangelical Christianity. 

But while all these sisterhoods derive their inspiration 
from the love of Christ and from the New Testament, 
they cannot do the full duty of the apostolic institution 
which provides for a regular congregational office. They 
do occasional and special work of great importance, and 
are most indispensable in seasons of war, pestilence, and 
the raging of contagious diseases. But they cannot do 
the local work in every community. There is no church 
in the city or the country where there are not some poor 
and suffering mortals who appeal to the sympathy and 
support of Christians. “The poor,” says the Lord, “ ye 
have always with you.” Every congregation, therefore, 
ought to have a regular band of deacons and deaconesses 
to attend to these charitable duties. The revival of the 
apostolic deaconate—male and female—is an important 
practical question for the churches to consider. 





THE POWER OF EARLY CHRISTIANITY. 
BY PRESIDENT LEMUEL MOSS, D.D. 


1. Christianity, as an historical movement, lies from 
the beginning in the full light of open day. As Paul 
said, in his apology before Agrippa, “‘ This thing was not 
done in acorner” (Acts 26: 26). No date line in history 
is more distinctly drawn than that of the first public 
appearance of Christ’s forerunner. “ In the fifteenth year 
of Tiberius Cesar, Pontius Pilate being governor of 
Judea, and Herod being tetrarch of Galilee, and his 
brother Philip tetrarch of the region of Iturea and 
Trachonitis, and Lysanius tetrarch of Abilene, in the 
high-priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of 
God came unto John the son of Zacharias in the wilder- 
ness (Luke 3: 1). This publicity, which marks the 
beginning of the movement, marks also all its subsequent 
stages. 

2. The spread and growth of Christianity in the first 
three centuries of its history were wide and rapid, and 
can be distinctly traced. The provinces whose repre- 
sentatives were in Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost 
(Acts 2: 5-12) were soon visited by disciples of the new 
doctrine, as were many other regions. The book of Acts 
is filled with the records of these missionary labors, and 
later writers continue the account. Justin Martyr, writ- 
ing about A. D. 158, says: “ There is not one single race 
of men, whether barbarians or Greeks, or whatever they 
may be called, nomads, or wanderers, or herdsmen living 
in tents, among whom prayers and giving thanks are not 
offered through the name of the crucified Jesus” (Dia- 
logue with Trypho, chapter 117). Tertullian, writing 
about forty years later, says that in addition to the coun- 
tries mentioned in the Acts, “the name of Christ reigns” 
also among “ the varied races of the Getulians,” in “the 
manifold confines of the Moors,” through “ all the limits 
of the Spains, and the diverse nations of the Gauls, and 
the haunts of the Britons (inaccessible to the Romans, 
but subjugated to Christ), and of the Sarmatians, and 
Dacians, and Germans, and Scythians, and of many 
remote nations, and of provinces and islands many” 
(An Answer to the Jews, chapter 7). The same writer, in 
his Address to the Rulers of the Roman Empire, says: 
“We are but of yesterday, and we have filled every place 
among you,—cities, islands, fortresses, towns, market- 
places, the very camp, tribes, companies, palace, senate, 
forum ;—we have left nothing to you but the temples of 
your gods. . . . If such multitudes of men were to break 
away from you, and betake themselves to some remote 
corner of the world, the very loss of so many citizens 
would cover the empire with shame. ... You would 
have to seek subjects to govern. You would have more 
enemies than citizens remaining. For now it is the 
immense number of Christians which makes your ene- 
mies so few,—almost all the inhabitants of your various 
cities being followers of Christ.” A century later than 
this, Christianity became the recognized and dominant 
religion of the Roman empire, soon after the accession 
of Constantine as Emperor, in A. D. 306, 

3. It is easy and interesting to learn the nature and 
force and direction of this great movement, as these are 
described in the suggestive notices of the book of Acts. 
Such statements as the following are very frequent, and 
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the diverse multitude gathered in Jerusalem heard 
Peter’s sermon at Pentecost ‘they were pricked in the 
heart, and said, What shall we do? ... They that 
gladly received his word were baptized, and the same 
day there were added about three thousand souls” 
2: 87,41). “The Lord added to the church daily such 
should be saved” (2:47). “Many of them which 
heard the word believed, and the number of the men 
was about five thousand” (4:4). “They were all filled 
with the Holy Ghost, and they spake the word of God 
with boldness. The multitude of them that believed 
were of one heart and of one soul. With great power 
gave the apostles witness of the resurrection of the Lord 
Jesus” (4: 31,32, 38). “ Believers were the more added 
to the Lord, multitudes both of men and women ” (5: 14). 
“ Daily in the temple and in every house they ceased 
not to teach and to preach Jesus Christ” ((5: 42). “The 
word of God increased ; and the number of the disciples 
multiplied in Jerusalem greatly; and a great company 
of the priests were obedient to the faith” (6:7). “The 
churches had rest throughout all Judea and Galilee and 
Samaria, and were edified, and, walking in the fear of 
the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Ghost, were 
multiplied” (9:31). “All that dwelt at Lydda and 
Saron saw JEneas [who had been healed], and turned to 
the Lord” (9: 35). In Antioch “a great number 
believed and turned unto the Lord” (11:21). And, 
again, “ Much people was added unto the Lord ” (11: 24). 
Here in Antioch, where “the disciples were first called 
Christians,” Paul and Barnabas “assembled themselves 
with the church for a whole year, and taught much 
people” (11: 26). In Asia Minor, in Antioch of Pisidia, 
“almost the whole city came together to hear the word 
of God”; and “the word of the Lord was published 
throughout all the region ;” many Jews were aroused to 
indignation and persecution; many Gentiles believed ; 
and “the disciples were filled with joy and with the 
Holy Ghost” (13; 42-52). Throughout Asia Minor “the 
churches were established in the faith, and increased in 
number daily” (16: 5). In Europe, in the cities of 
Macedonia, “a great multitude of devout Greeks, and of 
chief women not a few,” believed, upon the preaching 
of Paul and Silas (17: 4,12). In Athens, “certain men 
clave unto. Paul and believed” (17: 34), andin Corinth 
“many, hearing, believed and were baptized” (18: 8). 
And so on, westward, to Rome, where Paul “ dwelt two 
whole years in his own hired house, and received all that 
came in unto him, preaching the kingdom of God, and 
teaching those things which concern the Lord Jesus 
Christ, with all boldness, no man forbidding him” 
(28 : 80, 31). 

4. It is evident that the bold and clear and confident 
preaching of these new aposties and missionaries went 
straight to the hearts of those who heard it, and trans- 
formed their lives alike in motive and in conduct. And 
their words were also like eflicient leaven in-apt meal, 
spreading the quickening influence everywhere, so that 
each renewed heart became itself a renewing energy for 
others. A kingdom of truth and righteousness and 
power, the multitude ef whose members “were of one 
heart and one soul,” was manifestly separating itself 
from the diverse and clashing ereeds, as if a mighty 
spiritual magnet were moving through the disintegrated 
maases, and gathering the ready and yielding particles 
about itself; as if a river of joy and brightness, ever 
growing in volume and strength, were flowing through 
the land of the shadow of death, its waters freighted with 
blessedness and purity and cleansing, and clothing 
either shore with fruitfulness and beauty. Coherent, 
homogeneous, vivid with efficiency, became this new 
movement every day. 

5. The power of Christianity, in these early years, 
showed itself in the fact that its first preachers had some- 
thing very definite and important and attractive to tell. 
God had done something for man, and the story of it 
was hailed as glad tidings. There is great power in a 
great fact, when its vital significance and relations are 
apprehended. And when this fact is the greatest possi- 
ble,—central and causative in individual experience, and 
in the history of humanity,—its power becomes omnipo- 
tence. God had visited and redeemed his people. The 
most exultant prophecy had become assured and glorious 
reality. ‘Unto us a child is born; unto us a son is 
given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder; 
and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, the 
Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, the Prince of 
Peace” (Isa. 9:6). The Son of the Highest had come ; 
the throne of David had been assumed; the everlasting 
kingdom had been established (Luke 1: 32, 38). The 
vague longings of those Gentiles who yearned rather 
than hoped for the Desire of all Nations, and the expec- 
tations of those devout Jews who confidently looked for 


a Messiah, had alike been fulfilled. Shiloh had come; 
and the people were gathering unto him. 

6. A new feeling of human kinship and kindness was 
spread abroad wherever this wondrous story was told. 
Men began to take a strange and ardent interest in their 
neighbors, near and far. As God had thought of them, 
they began to think of each other; and their thoughts 
took on the divine forms of sympathy, generosity, benefi- 
cence. They were of one heart and one soul. They 
sought and sustained a holy fellowship. They ate their 
meat together, and with gladness. They sold their pos- 
sessions, if need were, that they might share them with 
those who lacked. Here were the embryo hospitals, 
asylums, and charitable foundations,—the origins and 
archetypes of the magnificent institutions that, through- 
out Christendom to-day, stand as the monuments of Him 
who went about doing good,—-feeding the hungry, heal- 
ing the sick, raising the dead; monuments, also, of that 
day when the people of Jerusalem “brought forth the 
sick into the streets, and laid them on beds and couches, 
that at the least the shadow of Peter passing by might 
overshadow some of them” (Acts 5:15). Here was an 
enthusiasm of humanity that had in it a resistless energy. 
In the near future, when the heathen were to fly from 
their plague-stricken cities, leaving their own households 
as prey to loathsome and fatal disease, these maligned 
and persecuted Christians were to bless those who had 
cursed them, and do good to those who had despitefully 
used them, by carrying healing and help and salvation 
to the forsaken and desolate and lost. Philanthropy 
is a Christian virtue. We are hardly shocked by incon- 
sistency in finding that the loftiest heathen moralist 
and philosopher advocated the worse than beastly aban- 
donment of sickly and unpromising infants to heartless 
exposure and a lingering death. Who can estimate the 
power of 4 gospel which made the common man every- 
where feel that some one cared for him; which brought 
sympathy tothe disconsolate, and succor to the distressed, 
and salvation to all,—‘“ glad tidings to the poor, health to 
the broken-hearted, deliverance to the captives, sight to 
the blind, liberty to the bruised” ? (Luke 4: 18.) 

7. But the gospel went beyond these outward wants 
and interests, or it could not have met and satisfied even 
them. Men began to think rightly of men’s bodies only 
when they began to think rightly of their souls. They 
began to appeal to God for bodily healing only when 
they knew that he had appeared for their spiritual 
recovery. The brotherhood of man was recognized only 
when the fatherhood of God was apprehended and 
acknowledged. The gospel had a message for the con- 
science and the heart. Its first announcement was that 
the kingdom of God is at hand. Man’s spiritual pre- 
rogatives and obligations were suddenly and vividly 
disclosed. He saw himself invested with a higher than 
earthly dignity, and held to a higher than earthly alle- 
giance. What invincible power in this efficient appre- 
hension of God as a living Being, and man as living, 
moving, and existing in him! There is calm and sub- 
lime defiance, but no taint of vain boasting, in the heroic 
and reverent challenge of the first Christians. Their 
confidence was steadfast, because their faith was vital, 
and their moral vision distinct. ‘ Whether it be right 
in the sight of God to hearken unto you more than unto 
God, judge ye; for we cannot but speak the things which 
we have seen and heard” (Acts 4:19, 20). So, while 
they “rejoiced that they were counted worthy to suffer 
shame for his name,” at the same time, “ daily, in the 
temple and in every house, they ceased not to teach and 
preach Jesus Christ” (5: 41, 42). Christianity was 
living and powerful, because it pierced the life of the 
inner man, dividing asunder soul and spirit, discerning 
the intents and thoughts of the heart. Man is strong 
when God is real and present to him. Even the death 
of the martyr was a triumph and a happy release. ‘‘God’s 
glory smote him on the face” when he fel] under the 
volley of stones from his persecutors. He passed easily 
and joyfully into the adjacent heavenly kingdom, though 
devoured by the lions of the amphitheatre, or consumed 
by the flames of Nero’s garden. Paul held the garments 
of those who stoned Stephen, but he went away to wear 
the martyr’s mantle of zeal, and to become his mightier 
substitute and successor. The blood of the martyrs was 
indeed the seed of the Church, and Christianity showed 
its power because it gave to men the confidence, courage, 
and endurance that sprang from the vision and touch of 
God. 

8. The gospel brought salvation from sin, and here 
was the hiding of its power. Men were pricked in the 
heart, and cried out, “ What shall we do?” The vision 





and Judge, but rather God the Redeemer and Friend, 
Christ came to announce. “ He that hath seen me hath 
seen the Father” (John 14:9). “That ye may know 
that the Son of man hath power on earth to forgive 
sina,” was Christ’s reason for healing the paralytic 
(Mark 2:10). “ Repent, and be baptized everyone of 
you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of 
sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost,” 
was Peter's exhortation to the multitude of Jews at 
Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2: 38). 
“Through his name whosoever believeth in him shall 
receive remission of sins,” was his declaration to the 
Gentiles, Cornelius and his friends, at Czsarea (10: 43). 
And so everywhere. Christianity was a true salvation, 
arousing to consciousness of alienation from God, and 
then leading the soul back to its eternal home through 
penitence, confession, faith, love, and the abiding blessed- 
ness of a perfect peace. The gospel was the power of 
God unto salvation, because it unveiled the heart of 
infinite love, and let the common man see that he wes 
beloved and ransomed and sought after by the Shepherd 
that had come from the heavenly fold. “I came not to 
call the righteous, but sinners, to repentance.” God so 
loved the world that he gave his only-begotten Son. 
This was not sentiment, but fact; and the mighty fact, 
with the force of a new revelation, took hold upon the 
heart of ignorant, enslaved, dull, dead humanity, through- 
out Asia, Africa, and Europe. “ With great power gave 
the apostles witness of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus,” 
as the crowning certainty and permanent effectiveness of 
this love. “They that are whole need not a physician, 
but they that are sick.” The Physician had come, and 
the sick were gathering about him. 

9. What more can we say, or need we say? God 
was with his people, by his truth, his grace, his spiritual 
presence; and hence, again, the invincible power of 
Christianity. “All power is given unto me. Lo, I am 
with you alway.” The secret of Christianity’s power is 
in its truth of fact as to what God’s love has done for 
man’s spiritual need; in its benevolence, beneficence, 
pardon, renewal, and peace of cleansed conscience and 
quickened life; in securing the prevalent and permanent 
indwelling of God’s Spirit. These rays of light and love 
revealed God’s presence and illumined man’s inmost 
being, endowing him with something of God’s holiness 
and joy, and so with something of God’s omnipotence. 

10. We have not followed Gibbon, in the specious and 
shallow summary of his famous fifteenth and sixteenth 
chapters; but we have endeavored to follow, hurriedly 
and superficially indeed, but reverently and lovingly, 
the suggestive hints of the contemporary and apostolic 
book of Acts. If what we have said shall prompt any 
one to read more carefully, and aid him in reading more 
fruitfully, this marvelous and vivifying account of a still 
more marvelous movement, the hope that has encouraged 
our writing will be abundantly fulfilled. They who took 


‘up this work by the commission of their ascended Lord, 


and under divine guidance directed it in its early stages, 
have left of it.an authentic and immortal report. No 
matter who may seek to interpret it, no matter who may 
cavil at it, the report itself will thrill and inspire new 
generations of readers to the end of time. 

Indiana University. 


= 





THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH AND THE RELI- 
GIOUS TRAINING OF THE YOUNG. 
BY THE REV. G. W. SHINN. 


In order to understand the position of the Episcopal 
Church towards the Sunday-school it is necessary to look 
at two theories which are held in thischurch. The first 
is that every child should be baptized as soon as possi- 
ble, and thus be brought into covenant relations with 
God. The second is that every baptized child should be 
taught by pastor, sponsors, and parents the truths of the 
Christian faith, should be trained to live a Christian 
life, and to seek help in the use of the means of grace 
provided in the church. 

These two theories make the Christian nurture of the 
young so vitally important that nothing can ever be 
regarded as a substitute for the personal work of pastor, 
sponsors, and parents. Other agencies may be used as 
helps, but not as substitutes. 

It is not the purpose of this paper to defend the cor- 
rectness of these two theories, but simply to state them 
as theories which explain the position of this church 
towards the whole matter of the religious training of 


| children. By virtue of their baptism, they are regarded 
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mony in which they received a name, but a sacrament 
in which they were “ made members of Christ [that is, 
of his body, the Church], children of God, and inheritors 
of the kingdom of heaven.” It is not claimed that any 
spiritual renewal of the child’s moral nature necessarily 
takes place in baptism, nor is it claimed that the mere 
fact of their enrollment in the membership of Christ’s 
Church on earth gives them a title to his kingdom in 
heaven. They are reminded, “as soon as they are able 
to learn, what a solemn vow, promise, and profession was 
made for them;” and are taught that they are “ bound 
to believe and do the things promised for them.” 

This theory contemplates the coming of the time when, 
after faithful teaching and training, they will realize the 
relationship in which they stand to the Lord, and will 
turn to him with sorrow for sin and faith in Christ, and 
will take upon themselves their baptismal vows in the 
apostolic rite of confirmation, and will seek therein the 
gift of the Holy Spirit to enable them to be true disciples 
of Christ. Their confirmation admits them to the holy 
communion, in which sacrament they are taught, not 
only to remember the love of their Master, but to feed 
spiritually upon him. From baptism to confirmation, 
and from confirmation to communion—these are the three 
great steps in a child’s religious progress, and they 
imply much prayer, much faithful work, and much 
serious responsibility on the part of those who occupy 
towards the child the relation of spiritual guides. 

These two theories have always existed in this church, 
and have largely controlled the course of training adopted 
for the young. Parents and sponsors have been called 
upon to teach their children, and the clergy have ever 
felt that they themselves have a special mission to the 
young of their flocks. 

Among the earliest of the expedients devised for 
enabling the clergy to give instruction to the young 
were the catechetical classes, the prototype of the Sun- 
day-school. By an ancient requirement of the English 
Church, the children were at stated times catechized 
openly in the church, and parents were directed to send 
their children for this purpose. This requirement still 
atands in the Episcopal Church, and in a few of our 
parishes the public catechizing is the only Sunday-school 
which is held. Some of our clergy will have no other, 
because, say they, this alone is in accordance with 
ancient usage and requirement, and this alone puts the 
responsibility where it belongs, that is, upon pastor, 
parents, and sponsors. 

There is another reason which others give for their 
not approving the ordinary Sunday-school. It is that 
it tends to keep children away from the services of the 
Lord’s house, and to encourage them in such habits of 
neglect. It is claimed that the majority of children 
brought up in the usual way, graduate from the Sunday- 
school into the world, and not into the assembly and 
work of Christ’s people; that the sensational methods 
employed to keep up an interest create a dislike for the 
more sober services of the sanctuary ; and that the shal- 
low teaching, to say nothing of the blundering work of 
many, tends to make no lasting impressions for good, 
nor to ground them in religious principles. If any one 
believes that this indictment against the ordinary Sun- 
day-school can always be made out, we cannot blame 
him for holding aloof from it. j 

The great majority of the clergy and laity of the Epis- 
copal Church are, however, friendly to the Sunday- 
school, although it will readily be seen that the theories 
before mentioned, and the great stress which is laid upon 
every one’s taking a part in the public services of the 
church, must control their views. They cannot think 
of it as an independent organization, or as having a mis- 
sion separate from the church, or as working in lines or 
by methods which are not under the supervision of the 
clergyman appointed to be the spiritual guide of all in 
his parish, the young as well as the old. To put the 
Sunday-sehool in its proper place as an agency for assist- 
ing pastor, parents, and sponsors in the training of the 
young, is really to elevate it, and to make it worthy of 
cordial approbation. Considering it as such an agency, 
there is a very rapid growth of interest in it in this 
churchy This growth of interest is evident from two 
points :, First, the provision made now for the Sunday- 
school wherever new buildings for a parish are con- 
structed ; and, second, the success of the Uniform Lesson 
Schemes. While in former years no quarters for the 
Sunday-school were provided except in the gallery of the 
church, or in the inconvenient pews near the chancel, 
now we find chapels, parish-houses, school-rooms, espe- 
cially adapted to its needs. 

Passing to the second point, which is perhaps more 
important, we meet the fact that the Uniform Lesson 
Scheme is now in use by about two hundred thousand 





children. What the International is to some other 


religious bodies this is to the Episcopal Church. The | 


International Series, however excellent, is thought by 
many to be not adapted to the needs of Episcopal 
Sunday-schools, because the course of instruction given | 
in the Episcopal Church is largely grouped around the | 
seasons of the Christian year. It would be thought to | 
be incongruous, for example, to be teaching the story of | 
the resurrection at Christmas time, or that of the cruci- | 
fixion during Advent. Each season brings to mind its 
own topic. Thus, in Advent we are led to think of the 
coming of our Saviour for our redemption, and of his 
coming again to judge the quick and the dead; at 
Christmas, of his birth in human form; in the Epiph- 
any, of his being made known to the nations; in Lent, 
of his fasting, temptations, sufferings, and death; at 
Easter, of his resurrection; and so on. 

It is believed to be of great importance thus to link 
in with the rolling year the facts and doctrines of the 
Christian faith, because they may thus be the better 
remembered, and no part of revelation will be over- 
looked. Very much more might be said in favor of this 
mode of grouping topics according to the Christian year ; 
but this will explain, in part, why this Church has not 
more generally adopted the International system, and 
has favored the voluntary work of the Joint Commit- 
tees, as they are called. A number of our dioceses are 
represented in this latter movement, but no diocese or 
individual is committed to anything. A scheme is pre- 
pared twice each year, and sent out. Any one can 
adopt itor reject it. It consists of lesson-topics, selec- 
tions of Scriptures, the catechism, some prayers, and 
Bible readings. The development of the topics, the 
preparation of questions, etc., are left to individual 
editors, who prepare The Lesson Leaflets. These leaf- 
lets are rapidly displacing the question books formerly 
in use, acquiring great popularity in every diocese in 
the United States, and leading to a more accurate 
acquaintance with the sacred Scriptures. 

It is proper to mention, in any account of Sunday- 
school work in the Episcopal Church, the confirmation 
classes which assemble for instruction. In nearly every 
parish a class is formed, each year, of those who are 
interested in personal religion, and who have not yet 
been confirmed. The instruction given is usually a 
review of the elementary doctrines of the Christian faith, 
and practical directions for living Christian lives. These 
classes are composed of the older members of our Sunday- 
schools, and of others who desire the instruction. The 
instruction is given in the form of lectures, or by means 
of text-books, upon the catechism, the confirmation, and 
communion offices, and sometimes includes church his- 
tory. Where it is impossible to form the candidates into 
classes, the instruction is often given from the pulpit at 
the week-day or Sunday services, by means of personal 
interviews from house to house, and by the distribution 
of literature bearing upon the above topics. The prepara- 
tion of adult candidates for baptism, and of children and 
adults for confirmation, makes a prominent feature in the 
work of every clergyman of this church. 

As the matter of training young people to go to church, 
and of leading them to love its services, is interesting to 
every one who has to do with the young, brief reference 
may be made to two plans which are growing in favor. 
The first is, to have a special service for the young once 
a month, or oftener, in church, taking the place of the 
regular session of the Sunday-school. This is so well 
known, under the name of The Children’s Church, 
that it needs but little explanation. Its essential idea 
is that the children shall take part in the regular order 
of service, singing the chants and hymns and making 
the responses, and that a sermon adapted to their com- 
prehension shall be preached. Some published volumes 
of sermons to children, delivered by our clergy, will 
give any one an idea of the kind of pulpit teaching 
which is possible. 

It is an interesting fact that The Children’s Church 
in some parishes has been the most popular service, 
large numbers of adults being attracted to it, and listen- 
ing with delight to the sermons intended for the young. 

The other plan has been brought into prominence by 
one of our bishops. It amounts to this: The children 
assemble in the school-room, where, without any opening 
exercises, they recite their lessons to the teachers. A half 
an hour being thus spent, they are called to order, and 
proceed in a body to the church, where, after the usual 
church service, they are addressed for a few minutes 
upon the topic of the lesson by the clergyman, and are 
dismissed. All the exercises in school and church do 
not consume more than an hour and twenty minutes. 
This plan is practicable where an afternoon service can 





be held. It is greatly praised by some who have tried 


it; and they are ready to declare that it solves the prob- 
lem of how to keep the children from straying from the 
Lord’s house. 

Within the past few years, some attention has been 
given to the holding of Sunday-school institutes, at 
which papers have been read and lectures delivered 
upon the many topics connected with Sunday-school 
work; and, judging from the favor with which these 
institutes have been received, they will soon become 
very common. 

The partial returns last year from the different dioceses 
in the United States furnish the following statistics : 


| Clergymen, 3,500; parish and mission stations, 4,300; 


persons baptized, 45,000; persons confirmed, 26,000; 
Sunday-school teachers, 34,500 ; Sunday-school scholars, 
306,000. 


FOR CHILDREN AT HOME. 


— FROM APRIL TO MAY. 
BY ANNIE E. WILSON. 


“ Bessy is my sunshine, and Margaret is my April day,” 
said mamma, as the two little figures stood at her knee. 

A smile of the veriest sunshine spread itself all over 
little Bessy’s face, as she went back to her play in another 
part of the room. But Margaret lingered, looking wist- 
fully up into her mother’s face, a tear half gathering in 
the blue eye, though she said nothing 

The mother drew her closer, and whispered, “I wish 
the showers and storms could stay away, and both my 
little girls be sunshiny all the time.” 

“Mamma, do you mean because I cry and get mad?” 

“ Yes.” 

The little face dropped, and a finger went up to the 
corner of the mouth. Mrs. Marshman touched the 
downcast forehead with loving lips, and said : 

“ April comes first in the spring, little girl, with some- 
times rain and sometimes sunshine, but most of rain; 
and then comes May, the loveliest month in all the year, 
with nearly all sunshine, and such beautiful, beautiful 
flowers. And so, my darling, if you try very hard, and 
ask God to help you, you may yet turn to a May day; 
and your sunshine will be all the lovelier because it was 
so hard for you.” 

By this time the little face was wholly hiddén against 
mother’s breast, and remained there for a good while; 
then she, too, strayed off to her play, but the earnest. 
look did not pass away ; and many a time, when a storm 
or shower seemed brewing, a determined littlesmile would 
come first, as a rainbow, in answer to the mother’s anxious 
look, and then, like the sun breaking through the clouds, 
it would flood her whole face with real May sunshine, 
and the mother would whisper encouragingly, “ Ah, my 
Margaret, what a happy time it will be when my little 
April day changes to a bright, beautiful May day!” 


THIS AND THAT. 


eR 


“A St. Louis clergyman” is credited with recently 
putting an old truth in this striking way: “If a man is 
thoroughly a Christian, the nerve that runs from his 
brain to his wallet will be jusi as much Christianized as 
the one that runs from his brain to his tongue.” That 
is a fact. And a man opens his mouth for Christ with 
but little effect when people know that he keeps the 
mouth of his wallet shut with the tightness of an oyster. 











This question about the right and wrong of lying, 
would seem to be getting elucidation from judicial 
authorities. According to a report which is going the 
rounds of the press, “an Illinois court has decided that 
& woman’s lie about her age doesn’t invalidate her 
insurance policy.” Or, in other words, as The Interier, 
of Illinois, has pithily said concerning the woman ef 
Jericho who—in The Interior’s opinion—obtained her 
life insurance by her lying: “ What was right 3333 years 
ago is right now.” 


In a certain manufacturing town, an employer one 
Saturday paid to his workmen $700 in crisp new bills 
that had been secretly marked. On Monday $450 of 
those identical bills were deposited in the bank by the 
saloon-keepers. When the fact was made known, the 
workmen were so startled by it that they helped to make 
the placea no-license town. The times would not be so 
“hard” for the workmen if the saloons did not take in 
so much of their wages. If they would organize a strike 
against the saloons, they would find the result to be bet- 
ter than an increase of wages; and to include an increase 
of savings. 
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LESSON CALENDAR. 


| First Quarter, 1883.] 


1. January 7.—The Ascending Lord.................:ccccsses 
2. January 14.—The Descending Spirit. 
8. January 21.—The Believing People 
4. January 28.—The Healing Power...... 
5. February 4.—The Prince of Life..... 
6. February 11.—None Other Name.... 
7. February 18.—Christian Courage.... 
8. February 2%.—Ananias and Sapphira.... 
9. March 4.—Persecution Renewed........... 


10. March 11.—The Seven Ch 


Acts 1: 1-14 
--- Acts 2: 1-16 





Acts 6:1-15 





ll. March 18.—The First Christian Martyr.............. 


12. March 2%.—Review. 


Acts 7: 44-60 and 8: 14 





LESSON X., SUNDAY, 
THE SEVEN CHOSEN. 


TITLE: 


LESSON 
[Acts 6: 
COMMON VERSION. 

1. And in those days, when the 
number of the disciples was mul- 
tiplied, there arose a murmuring 
of the Grecians against the He- 
brews, because their widows were 
neglected in the daily ministra- 
tion. 

2. Then the twelve called the 
multitude of the disciples wnto 
them, and said, It is not reason 
that we should leave the word of 
God, and serve tables. 

8. Wherefore, brethren, look ye 
out among you seven men of hon- 
est report, full of the Holy Ghost 
and wisdom, whom we may ap- 
point over this business, 

4. But we will give ourselves 
continually to prayer, and to the 
ministry of the word. 

5. And the saying pleased the 
whole multitude: and they chose 
Stephen, a man full of faith and 
of the Holy Ghost, and Philip and 
Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Ti- 
mon, and Parmenas, and Nicolas 
a proselyte of Antioch, 

6. Whom they set before the 
apostles: and when they had 
prayed, they laid their hands on 
them. 

7. And the word of God in- 
creased; and the number of the 
disciples multiplied in Jerusalem 
greatly; and a great company of 
the priests were obedient to the 
faith. 

8. And Stephen, full of faith 
and power, did great wonders and 
miracles among the people. 

9, Then there arose certain of 
the synagogue, which is called 
the synagogue of the Libertines, 
and Cyrenians, and Alexandrians, 
and of them of Cilicia and of Asia, 
disputing with Stephen. 

10. And they were not able to 
resist the wisdom and the spirit 
by which he spake. 

ll. Then they suborned men, 
which said, We have heard him 
speak blasphemous words against 
Moses, and against God. 

12. And they stirred up the peo- 
ple, and the elders, and the scribes, 
and came upon Atm, and caught 
him, and brought him to the cbun- 
eil, 

18. And set up false witnesses, 
which said, This man ceaseth not 
to speak blasphemous words 

against this holy place, and the 

law: 

14. For we have heard him say, 
that this Jesus of Nazareth shall 
destroy this place, and sball 
change the customs which Moses 
delivered us. 

15. And all that sat in the coun- 
cil, lookigg steadfastly on him, 
saw his face as it had been the 
face of an angel. 


i 
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MARCH 11, 1883. 


TEXT. 
1-15.) 
REVISED VERSION. 


1 Now in these days, when the 
number of the disciples was 
multiplying, there arose a 
murmuring of the ! Grecian 
Jews against the Hebrews, be- 
cause their widows were neg- 
lected in the daily ministra- 
2 tion. And the twelve called 
the multitude of the disciples 
unto them, and said, It is not 
#fit that we should forsake the 
word of God, and *serve tables. 

8 4Look ye out therefore, breth- 
ren, from among you seven 
men of good report, full of the 
Spirit and of wisdom, whom 
we may appoint over this busi- 

4 ness. But we will continue 
stedfastly in prayer, and in the 

6 ministry of the word. And 
the saying pleased the whole 
multitude: and they chose 
Stephen, a man-full of faith 
and of the Holy Spirit, and 
Philip, and Prochorus, and 
Nicanor and Timon, and Par- 
menas,and Nicolas a proselyte of 

6 Antioch: whom they set before 
the apostles: and when they 
had prayed, they laid their 
hands on them. 

7 And the word of God in- 
creased; and the number of 
the disciples multiplied in Je- 
rusalem exceedingly; and a 
great company of the priests 
were obedient to the faith. 

8 And Stephen, full of grace 
and power, wrought great 
wonder and signs among the 

9 people. But there arose cer- 
tain of them that were of the 
synagogue called the Synagogue 
of the Libertines, and of the 
Cyrenians, and of the Alexan- 
drians, and of them of Cilicia 
and Asia, disputing with 
10 Stephen. And they were not 
able to withstand the wisdom 
and the Spirit by which he 
ll spake. Then they suborned 
men, which said, We have 
heard him speak blasphemous 
words against Moses, and 
12 against God. And they stirred 
up the people, and the elders, 
apd the scribes, and came 
upon him, and seized him, and 
brought him into the council, 

18 and set up false witnesses, 
which said, This man ceaseth 
not to speak words against this 

14 holy place, and the law: for 
we have heard him say, that 
this Jesus of Nazareth shall 
destroy this place, and shall 
change the customs which 

15 Moses delivered unto us. And 
all that sat in the council, fas- 
tening their eyes on him, saw 
his face as it had been the face 

of an angel. 


1Gr. Hellenists. 2 Gr. psaeine. 
sor minister to tables. 4 Some an- 








cient authorities read But, brethren, 
dook ye out from among you. 





LESSON PLAN. 
Toric OF THE QUARTER: Powér through the Holy Spirit. 
Lesson Topic: The Word of God Increased. 


1. The Ministry of the Word, v. 1-4, 
Lesson OUTLINE: { 2. The increase of the Word, 
3. The Power of the Word, v. 9-15. 


GotpEen Text: Seven men of honest report, full of the 
Holy Ghost and wisdom.—Acts 6: 3. 


v. 6-8. 


.. Acts 3: 12-21 | I. 


Distribution was made . 
Relieve the syrah “Pere 
Pure religion . 


i. The An: 


Thou wilt surely wear away er 18: 18). 
I am doing a great work, so t 6: 8). 
No soldier... entang leth himself in the affairs of this life (2 Tim. 2: 3). 


Take you wise men . 
Gather unto me sev enty . 
Sent . 


Darrty Home REApINnGs: 


M.—Isa. 55: 1-18. God's word shall not return void. 
T. —Isa. 45 : 20-25. The word that shall not return, 
W.—Isa. 9: 1-7. Of the increase shall be no end. 

T. —Matt. 13: 1-23. The fruitful and unfruitful word. 
F.—Acts 12: 1-24, The multiplying of the word. 
$,—Acts 19:1-20, The mighty growth of the word. 
8.—Rev. 11: 15-19. The triumph of the word. 





LESSON ANALYSIS. 
I. THE MINISTRY OF THE WORD. 
The Murmuring : 
Of the Grecian Jews . . . because their widowt were neglected. 
- according as any one had rh (Acts 5 : 35). 


plead for the widow (Isa. 1: 
. to Visit the fatherless and the shdows (Jas.1 : 27). 


1. The Protest. 
It is not jit that we should . . . serve tables. 


I cannot come down (Neh 


2. The Direction. 

Look ye out... sevenmen .. . whom we may appoint. 

. I will make them rulers over ou (Deut. 1:13), 

. Stand there with thee (Num. 11 : 16). 

. the brother whose Praise in the gospel is spread (2 Cor. 8: 18), 

3. The Declaration. 

But we will continue steadfastly in prayer, and . . . ministry. 

Always striving for you in his prayers = 4: ry 

Let us give ourselves to the ministry (Rom, 11 : 7). 

i the word ; be instant in season, out of season . Tim. 4; 2). 
Dissensions are too ible, even ‘in the Church. 

ry Dissensions in the Church are apt to arise when the number of 
its members are multiplied. 

8. Dissensions in the Church are apt to arise, particularly over 
financial matters. 
4. Dissensions in the Church are apt to arise over the disbursements 
of its charities. 

5. Dissensions in the Church should be firmly, wisely, and dispas- 
sionately met." 

6. Dissensions in the Church are best overcome by removing all 

ible occasion for them, 

7. Dissensions in the Church over financial matters speedily would 
be removed by placing over them men “ full of the Spirit and of 
wisdom.’ 


II, THE INCREASE OF THE WORD. 


1. The Seven Chosen : 

They chose... prayed... laid their hands on them. 

Fasted and aearet. and laid their hands on them (Acts 13 : 8). 

The gift of God ae the laying on of my += (2 

With the laying on of the hands of the presbytery (1 Tim. 4 

ll. The Disciples Multiplied ; 

Disciples multiplied . ... priests were obedient, etc. 

oes oe word of God grew and multiplied a 12: 24). 
ightily grew the word of the Lord tar 9 : 20). 

i a 1 not return unto me void (Isa. 55 : 

But many shall be last that are first ‘Mait, %: 30). 


ill, The Powerful Witness: 
Stephen, full of grace and power, wrought great wonders, etc. 
Ye shall receive power when the Holy Ghost is coe (Acts 1 ; 8). 


If ye have faith asa yee of mustard seed voy 20). 
He that believeth . . . the works . “oh tise (John 14:12). 


1. the disciples will ba multiplied when ae are working together 


n peace and harm 
2. The disciples will be 5 eonalts when all their officials are men 
of good report, and full of oly Spirit and of wisdom. 
8. The — ve will AY. multiplied when their leaders give them- 
selves stead eetls fe eeeted and to the ministry of the word. 
4. The diccipes will ty multiplied, when those who speak are full 
of grace‘and of power. 


III. THE POWER OF THE WORD. ~ 


1. The Defeat of the Adyersaries: 
Were not able to withstand the wisdom by witeh he spoke. 
I will . . . teach thee what thou shalt say (Exod. 4 12) 
All your - adversaries shall not be able to withstand iu e 21: =. 
The Holy Spirit shall teach you... what ye ought to say (Luke 212). 
ll. The Plot of the Adversaries : 
1. The Bribery, 
Suborned men, heard him speak blasphemous words. 


Whole council sought false witness against Jesus (Matt. 26 : 59). 
Will they do, because they have not known the Father (John 16: ‘3 
At the mouth of one witness he shall not be put to death (Deut. 17: 


2. The False Witness. 


Set up false witnesses, which said, Thisman ceaseth not, etc. 


The prince . . . shall destroy the city and the sanctuary (Dan. 9 : 26). 
Shall not be left here one stone w= another (Matt. 24 : 2). 
The priesthood being changed . . . change also of the law (Heb. 17: 12), 


3. The Face of the Accused. 
Saw his face ag it had been the face of an angel. 
Saw Moses, behold, the skin of his face shone (Exod. 34 : 30), 
Could not steadfastly behold . for the glory (2 Cor. 8 : 7). 
His face did shine as the sun (Matt, 17: 2). 


1. The opponents of the religion of Christ have not been able to 
withenea the wisdom and the Spirit by which its disciples have 


2. teen he opponents of the religion of Christ, when they could not 
answer its disciples,ever have been ready to resort nt to base means 
for its suppression, 

3. The ts of Seo Teligicn of Christ have tried to put it down 


m, 1 : 6). 
4:14). 


both by falsehood an oree. 
4. The epnonente of the religion of Christ have had testimony to its 
divine origin in the very of those whom they were about to 





martyr. 2 
LESSON BIBLE READING. 
ce MINISTERS. 
t ce: 


= commissioned bs One (Matt. 28 : 19). 
re ambassadors for Christ C Gee. 5: 20). 
Winters of Christ (1 Cor. 4: 
Have authority from God for cain 
Saiatence is from God (2 Cor. 3: 
Necessity for (Rom. 10: 14). 


2. Their Character: 
Should be 


Holy (Lev. 21 2: ry Tit. 1: 8). 


on (2Cor. 10 : 8; 18: 10). 


Gentle (2 Tim. vt Ay 1 Thess, 2: 7). 
Willing (Isa. 6: 8; 1 Pet. 6 a 
Disinterested (2 the 12: i, Thess. 2 : 8). 
ans aogrece (2 si 3 
pode f ipa 8 ae 2 24), 

Ruling well their own Via Hak og 4, 12). 
Not given to wine (1 Tim. 3: 8 ; Tit. 1: ). 

3. Their Work: 


Preach the Ohare 36 15 ;1Cor.1: 
Feed the urch ( :15; John 21: istt Acts 20: 28; 1 Pet. 


putida u Re eet Se. 12; 19 ; Eph. 4 : 12), 


Watch for souls (Heb. 7). 
Pray for their le (Joel 2: 17; Col. 1: 9). 
i 4 : 2). 
t. 1:9; 2:15). 
Itebuke Tit. 1: 58 
Wara AL ..4 gt 18; 2 Tim. 4:7) 
Endure hardness (2 2: 8). 


4. Their Preaching : 


They should preach 

Christ (Acts 8 : 5, 35; 1 Cor. 2: 2). 

The oracles of God di Pet. 4:1). 

Not with enticing "ae of man’s wisdom (1 Cor.1: ur 2:1,4). 
With boldness (Isa. 58:1; Ezek. 2:6; Matt. 10: 27, 28 

With plainness of s h (2 Cor. 3 : 12). 

Declaring truth with fidelity (Acts 5 : 20; 20: 20, 27; Rom. 15: 9). 
Not corrupting the word of God (2 Cor. 2 :17). 





LESSON SURROUNDINGS. 


INTERVENING Events.—The noble reply of the apostles, 
“We must obey God rather than men,” together with their 
testimony as to the Messiahship of Christ, and as to the guilt 
of the rulers in slaying him, so angered the Sanhedrin, that 
they “were minded to slay them.” They were restrained 
from going to this length by the address of Rabbi Gamaliel, 
who urged them to refrain from slaying the apostles on the 
ground that if their work was of men it would be overthrown, 
while, if it was of God, that would not only be unable to 
overthrow it, but would be found fighting against God. The 
council contented itself therefore, with, merely scourging the 
apostles, and again charging them not to speak in the name 
of Jesus, let them go. After their scourging, the apostles 
departed, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer 
dishonor for the Name, and “every day, in the temple and 
at home, they ceased not to teach ,and to preach Jesus as” 
the Christ.” 

Time.—Still, probably, A.D. 30. Bible margin, A.D. 33. 
Priace.—Jerusalem. 

Persons.—The Grecian Jews as complainants; the apos- 
tles; the multitude of the disciples; the “Seven,” among 
whom Stephen is made prominent by his miracles, his en- 
counter with the disputants, and his arraignment. 
CrrcumsTances.—The Church had had a remarkable 
growth. Its members now were numbered by thousands. 
And still “the number of disciples was multiplying.” From 
the fact that there was a “daily ministration” for the pur- 
pose of supplying the wants of the needy, it is to be inferred 
that the believers still gave freely of their possessions for the 
necessities of the poor of the household of faith. The apos- 
tles being made the almoners of these gifts, they had upon 
them the onerous work of distributing the charities of the 
Church, besides that of preaching the gospel. Under such 
circumstances, that occasions for murmuring should arise was 
quite natural, 





CRITICAL NOTES. 
BY THEODORE D. WOOLSEY, D.D., LL.D. 


Verse 1.—In those days, when the disciples were multiplying, 
there arose a murmuring of the Grecian Jews against the Hebrews : 
The clause, in those days, refers to the time spoken of in chap- 
ter 5: 14, and to the time of the persecutions which arose 
after the great miracles recorded in 5: 16.. The accessions 
to the Church began before there was much, if any, organiza- 
tion, while yet everything devolved on the apostles.—O/ the 
Grecian Jews, called, in the Authorized Version, the Grecians, 
and Hellenists in the original: There is no doubt that the 
word means, not proselytes, whose language was Greek, but ° 
Greek-Jews, who, on coming to the festivals at Jerusalem, 
had, heard of Christ, and believed in him. Some of these 
may have remained there, and sent for their families ; others, 
in the course of time, had become residents in the holy city. 
The vast numbers of Greek-speaking Jews may be judged of 
by what Josephus says of Alexandria and Cyrene,—that, in 
the former, two wards or quarters, out of five, were inhabited 
by them, and in the latter one-fourth of the population were 
of Hebrew extraction, So in all the towns of Greece, Asia 
Minor, and Syria, and even at Rome, many of them resided. 
These, as a class, were less Jewish than the Jews of Palestine, 
and more readily believed the gospel. The murmuring was 
due to the unintended neglect of the poor widows of this class 
of Christians in the daily ministration, who were strangers and 
unknown, in comparison with the Hebrew residents of the 
city. 

Verse 2.—And the twelve called the multitude of the disciples 
to them: The work of ministering to bodily wants had fallen 
hitherto on the apostles, aided, no doubt, by helpers selected by 
themselves, but without any such organization as is provided 
in our individual churches for needy members, It is inter- 
esting to observe that the earthly relations of the Christian 
Church were not provided for beforehand. Institutions grew 
up as they were demanded, although the precedents of the 
synagogue were of service.— And said, It is not fit (or, pleasing ; 
that is, to us) that we should forsake the word of God, and serve 
tables: That is, it is not acceptable to us that we (apostles) 
should be obliged to desert (a strong expression for “to be 
greatly interrupted in”) the preaching of God’s word, and 
be obliged to attend to the pecuniary wants of the Church.— 








They should seek the salvation of the many (1 Cor, 10 : 83). 
Make full proof of their ministry (2 Tis, ¢ 0). 


To serve tables draws its meaning from the four-legged tables 
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at which the money-changers sat in the agora at Athens and 
other cities, changing uncurrent for current money, and also 
receiving money on interest, which they lent at a greater rate. 

Verse 3.—Look ye out therefore, brethren, from among you 
seven men of good report, full of the Spirit (Authorized Version, 
with some authorities, the Holy Ghost) and of wisdom, whom 
we muy appoint over this business: The plan, which originated 
with the apostles, but which the private members were free 
to oppose (see verse 5), consisted in giving to the Church the 
power of choice, and to the apostles that of confirmation, or 
the negative, on the propositions from the Church. This 
was evidently wise, and conformed, to a great degree, with 
the relative powers of the Senate and the people in many 
ancient towns.—Full of the Spirit, etc.: It was left to their 
judgment ; but the two requisites were a decided Christian 
spirit, proceeding from the Spirit of God, and wisdom ; that 
is, not philosophical but practical wisdom, judgment, and 
skill in regard to the practical affairs of life—a divine endow- 
ment of the particular man.—Over this business, of church 
aid to the poor: The word is used in exactly this sense 
nowhere else in the New Testament, although often in clas- 
sical Greek. 

Verse 5.—The proposition was acceptable to the whole 
assembly of the Church. They chose (that is, in effect, nomi- 
nated) seven persons, as the apostles wished. Why seven was 
the number fixed upon has been explained in various ways. 
That there should be an odd number, and one large enough 
for the work, seems wise; the sacredness of the number, also, 
may have had some weight.—And they chose Stephen: He 
alone receives a commendation from the evangelist, doubtless 
both on account of his real character and his being selected 
by Providence as the first martyr. The others all have 
Greek names; and though some Jews had Greek names, as 
Philip and Andrew, the apostles, or took names not of Jew- 
ish origin, as Paul, Mark, Silvanus, the presumption is that 
these men were of the Hellenistic class, except one. This 
one is Nicolas (Nicolaus), a proselyte belonging to Antioch. 
Doubtless he was of the stricter class of proselytes; one who 
had submitted to circumcision,—a proselyte of righteousness, as 
this class of them was called. None of the seven besides 
Stephen are mentioned again, except Philip (compare chap. 
8: 5-40; 21:8). The Nicolaitans of Revelation 2: 6, 15, 
did not derive their name from an individual, Nicolaus. 
The example of Philip shows that the seven did not continue 
always in this office. Against the presumption that these 
men were Hellenists, Meyer makes the following remarks. 
To limit the selection to Hellenists “ would be to presuppose, 
without any statement in the text to that effect, that a pro- 
vision for the care of the Hebrew poor was already provided 
for; and it is not supported by the Greek names of the per- 
sons chosen, since such names were quite frequent among the 
Hebrews also. On this account, the supposition of Rothe, 
De Wette, Thiersch (in his Apostol. Period., p.75), that simply 
Hellenists were appointed through the impartiality of the 
Hebrews, is entirely arbitrary. Gieseler’s conjecture, also, 
is arbitrary (Church Hist., I., 3 25, obs. 7), that three Hebrews 
and three Hellenists, with one proselyte, were elected, although, 
without doubt, the persons chosen were partly Hebrews and 
partly Hellenists.” I cannot avoid believing that the argu- 
ment from the names must make all Hellenists, and that the 
Christian kindness of the Hebrews sought to avoid all divisions 
in the Church by giving all these offices to those who had 
complained of being neglected. They honored and gratified 
their brethren by this confidence. 


Verse 6.— Whom they set before the aposiles; and when they 
had prayed, they laid their hands upon them: They (the Church) 
presented these to the apostles ; and the apostles, having first 
prayed, laid on them their hands. The laying on of the hands, 
in various relations and rites, denoted the transfer or com- 
munication of a power or quality. In the burnt offering 


rifice, “and it was accepted for him to make an atonement 
for him.” In Numbers 27: 18-23, Moses was commanded to 
lay his hand on Joshua, “a man in whom is the spirit,” and 
give him acharge. This seems to have been a transfer or 
communication: of authority (compare v. 21). In Deu- 
teronomy 34: 9, however, “Joshua is said to be full of the 
spirit of wisdom, for Moses had laid his hand upon him,” 
thereby communicating a power of mind or wisdom. In 
Christ’s laying hands on little children, it was a symbol of 
communicating the Spirit. The same form is a symbol of 
imparting the Spirit to a person, or the gift of healing. It is 
here the symbol of communication of authority; the prayer 
for the person concerned having preceded, which brought the 
layer-on of hands into connection with God. 

Verse 7.—And the word of God increased; that is, the 
preaching of the word increased, which may mean that the 
apostles, having now thrown off other cares, became able to 
give themselves more entirely to the word. Some refer this 
to the power given to the seven to preach the word. But of 
this, except in the cases of Stephen, nothing is added here.— 
A great multitude of priests were obedient to the faith: The bet- 
ter part of the priests (and Levites?) gave themselves up to 
the faith of the gospel, one of the most striking proofs of its 
success, One influence on their minds—as they seem to have 





been for the most part Pharisees—was the strong testimony 
of the gospel to the resurrection of the dead. 


Verse 8.—Here begins the history of Stephen’s brief and 
glorious career, which naturally follows the preceding notice 
of the appointment of the seven. This verse shows also that 
the seven did not confine themselves to the distribution of 
charity, but that they felt themselves also called on to pro- 
claim Christ. And Stephen, full of grace and power, wrought 
great wonders and signs among the people: Grace and power 
were the causes ; miracles, the eflect. Grace; an inferior read- 
ing adopted by the Authorized Version, is faith. Grace is the 
fruit of divine grace ; it may be spiritual or the action of God 
on human faculties and power pertaining to the man. Com- 
pare chapter 4: 33. Power is both the faculty and the 
consciousness .of ability to do things beyond human power, 
especially that of working wonders on special occasions, not, 


however, whenever the person so endowed, wills. Stephen's 


wonder-working power made him prominent, so that his pro- | 


claiming Christ excited the prejudices and hatred of other 
Jews, especially of Greek-speaking ones, among whom he 
naturally mingled. 


Verse 9.—But there arose certain of them that were of the syna- 
gogue called the Synagogue of the Libertines, etc. Arose: The 
conception of rising up from a sitting posture to do a certain 
business, or commence a movement is transfered, so as to 
mark the entering upon any action or plan. Of the syna- 
gogue: The persecution of the Christians now passed over to 
the Hellenistic Jews, who were chiefly members of one or 
more synagogues. The question whether one or more syna- 
gogues are denoted by Luke, has been differently answered 
by different expositors. It is possible that “ of them of Cilicia 
and Asia” does not depend on synagogue, but means “ certain 
men of the Cilician and Asiatic Jews.” It is possible, again, 
that of the synagogue is to be repeated in thought before the 
Oyrenians and the Alezandrians, so that there were three syna- 
gogues conceived of by Luke, and persons besides from two 
other countries where Jews found a home. Thus much seems 
to be pretty certain—that “the synagogue, called the Syna- 
gogue of the” is to be joined with “ Libertines” only, that 
being a name which justly deserved the especial prominence 
contained in the word “called.” If so, it is almost certain 
that, if there were a united synagogue, it would not be com- 
monly known by the name of all these three parts in com- 
mon parlance, nor be called by the name of the smallest por- 
tion of it. Considerations from Greek usage can be pressed, 
but we may notice: (1.) That there were, according to rab- 
binical tradition, 480 synagogues in Jerusalem; (2.) That 
the vast numbers of Jews in Alexandria and Cyrene needed 
more than a part of one synagogue. We may conclude, then, 
from what has been said, that Luke either united the three 
named as a “ hostile unit,” although each had its own syna- 
gogue, and the other two together without reference to any 
synagogue, or else that two synagogues are thought of in 
that case also (see Meyer and Alford in loco). Libertines means 
certainly descendants of Jews taken prisoners in the eastern 
parts, and brought by the mangones, or slave-dealers, follow- 
ing the Roman armies to the capital to be sold. The slave, 
if manumitted, was called a libertus, and his children were 
called libertini. The latter were Roman citizens, where 
Roman right prevailed. Paul’s grandfather may have thus 
been taken captive in war, and his father haye Become a 
libertinus under Roman right ; for Tarsus, as a town, does not 
seem to have had the Roman franchise.—Cilicia: In the 
synagogue of the Cilician Jews, Paul was doubtless kindling 
his bigoted zeal amid the contentions against Stephen.— 
Asia: Proconsular Asia, including the old Greek towns alonz 
the coasts of the ASgean, with Ephesus for its Roman centre. 
—Disputing with Stephen: As Paul (chapter 9: 29) disputed 
against the Greek Jews, probably in one of these very syna- 


| gogues when his zeal was kindled against Jesus of Nazareth 
(Lev. 1: 4), the offerer put his hand on the head of the sac- | 


(26: 9). 

Verse 10.—And they were not able to withstand the wisdom and 
the Spirit with which he spake: And so, being defeated in argu- 
ment and in eloquence, they hated him the more. The wis- 
dom: The wisdom with which he had become full by receiy- 
ing Christ. And the Spirit; that is, the Holy Spirit, aiding 
Stephen’s words. So the Spirit, without the addition of holy, 
is often used, as in 8: 29; 10:19; 11:12; 21:4. By which 
refers to both wisdom and Spirit, although joined grammati- 
cally with the latter only. 

Verse 11.—Then they suborned men, who said, We have heard 
him speak blasphemous words against Moses and against God. 
Suborned : The word so translated is found nowhere else in 
the New Testament. These suborned men are not spoken of 
as having said anything specific against Stephen, but they 
merely gave ground, by their general statements, for his being 
brought before the council. Then false witnesses to words of 
Stephen appeared. 

Verse 12.—And they stirred up the people first: Intending, 
through the public feeling so created, to act on the authori- 
ties.—And the elders and the scribes: Two component parts of 
the council. The priests, who were members of the Sanhe- 


drin, had no need to be stirred up; they ‘were without ques- 
tion ready for such a movement.—And came upon him, and 
seized him, and brought him to the council— Came upon him: That 


is, suddenly, or without any knowledge on his part, appeared 
before him, stood over him.—And brought him before the coun- 
cil: Asif it were already assembled, or simply had him in 
keeping until it met. 

Verse 13.—And set up false witness, who said, ete.: Just as 
in our Lord’s case.— Against this holy place and the law: There 
were two counts, so to speak; one relating to the temple, one 
against the law. 

Verse 14.—For we have heard him say that this Jesus of Naza- 
reth (a contemptuous title of their own) shall destroy this place : 
The false in this part of their testimony consisted in pervert- 
ing what Stephen had said of Christ’s prophesying the 
destruction of the temple into a statement that he, being the 
Messiah, would destroy it himself. With regard to the other 
charge—and would change the customs which Moses delivered (in 
the Mosaic law) unto us—Stephen doubtless believed that 
Christ would be King anointed in Zion; and the rest of the 
charge consisted rather of distorted inferences than of cita- 
“tion of his words. One cannot, however, help suspecting that 
Stephen, who had less regard for Palestine than a Hebrew 
Jew of the promised land would feel, may have already 
reached a point of view something like that which the dis- 
ciples of Paul, some of them, can have reached; that the 
gospel was a universal religion, which was destined to leaven 
all the world. The Jews were made for the world; not the 
world for the Jews. 

Verse 15.—Stephen, a fervid and earnest Christian, felt 
what the situation was. His soul, penetrated with the gospel, 
changed his face, giving to it an angelic likeness. And all 
that sat in the council (of whom a number must have been 
believers), fastening their eyes on him (on the spiritual beauty 
of his countenance), saw his face, as it had been the face of an 
angel: The Sanhedrists had some idea of an angel, of the 
glory of character attributed to such beings by the imagina- 
tion of the nation, of the solemn rest, holy joy, and unearth- 
liness of his expression ; and, in spite of their hostility to the 
Christians, saw what seemed to them angelic lineaments in 
his countenance. 





A PATTERN DEACON. 
BY CHARLES 8. ROBINSON, D.D. 


If a huge bonfire were blazing in a field, there might be a 
certain amount of light and heat coming out of it, but no 
one would think the pile of any value in warming the world. 
Indeed, there would be a likelihood of its soon burning 
itself away and aqgomplishing nothing. So, on leaving the 
picture of the early Church, on which our eyes have been 
lingering for several weeks of study, some of us might have 
surmised that it would need to be stirred up before long, or 
it would never have much influence in turning back our sin- 
ful race unto God. There was more peril of its falling into 
a wrangle about funds or follies and faults in the members. 
To keep any church from deterioration, it is absolutely neces- 
sary that it should have plenty to do and to bear. 

That happy company of believers must now be scattered 
in order to become effective in revolutionizing mankind. 
All the men must start away on errands of active usefulness, 
The great fire would need to receive some heavy violence 
; sent down upon its compactness, and dashing the lit brands 
hither and thither. Then we might hope that each kindled 
fragment would catch fuel where it should fall, and so the 
wide world would be flung into flame. This ordinary minds 
might have perceived quite clearly. 

But it would hardly have occurred, even to the shrewdest 
observers, that the dispersion would be forced through the 
| working of what seemed such eminent success. When the 
| increase of numbers should have reached five thousand, then 
| we should most likely expect anything rather than a terrible 
| blow of disaster. 
| But the inspired history has been pushing its way along 
quietly, and now begins to hurry in its course, through a 
series of divine providences and permissions, extensive, cu- 
rious, and intricate, all bearing upon this one result, and all 
destined and designed to distribute those Jerusalem believers 
over the whole continent. It is worth while to quote here 
the words of one of the best students of the philosophy of 
history our land has ever known: “Opposition and even 
persecution were essential, not only as a means of moral 
discipline, but as a means of outward growth. The new 
religion was not to be a national or a local one, but catholic 
and ecumenical. In order to attain this end, it must be 
spread ; and in order to be spread, it must be scattered; and 
in order to be scattered, it must undergo strong pressure 
from within and from without.” 

Miracles almost nnmberless, and in magnitude such as had 
never startled the world since the day when a dead man 
touched the bones of Elisha and was made alive, now filled 
the city with wonder (Acts 5: 15). This roused the most 
violent opposition of the exasperated priests from without. 
And now we are to see just how the process of discipline 
from within also began to exhibit its force. Poor human 
nature makes itself conspicuous. 

The office of deacon in the primitive church was a thing 
new in ecclesiastical history. There was nothing to answer 








to it in the tabernacle organization or in the temple ritual, 
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It grew out of a peculiar necessity. The followers of Christ 
had begun their organic life by throwing their property 
together so as to hold all things in common. While their 
numbers were small, it was very easy for the apostles in per- 
son to attend even to the plain pecuniary wants of brethren 
in narrow circumstances. By and by, however, this multi- 
tude increased; production began to be hindered, possibly, 
and people grew more and more dependent; the labor of 
administration became oppressive ; some widows were unfor- 
tunately neglected, and the preachers were embarrassed 
generally in their official work. This was the difficulty. 

The form of remedying it was as simple as it was wise in 
details. To help in the exigency, an ordained office was 
created, and men were set apart to fill it. Deacons were 
appointed to have charge of the poor. Their duty seems to 
have been to collect, manage, and disburse the charitable 
funds. 

It will be well to remember that the honorable dignity of 
this great office was fixed from the first. The trouble was 
severe, the duty difficult, the care most delicate to manage, 
out of which the office grew. As the new church increased, 
a mass of miscellaneous members came in, speaking different 
languages, cherishing diverse customs, circulating various 
coins. Some of them were original Jews, here called 
“Tlebrews” because they habitually spoke dialects of the 
old language of the fathers; and besides these, some were 
Hellenists, here called “Greeks” because they spoke the 
Greek tongue in its various dialects, It is likely these peo- 
ple would have great difficulty in appreciating and under. 
standing each other. Perhaps they became jealous ; perhaps 
some hypocrites crept into membership for the sake of shar- 
ing the easier life which other people’s funds seemed to 
promise ; perhaps the widows, not being protected or aided, 
found that wives with husbands got the advantage of them. 
However it was, it seems evident enough now that ill-feeling 
was engendered; the vexation was making parties in the 
congregation, and a general split appeared imminent. Dea- 
cons are always to recollect that their office is fine and high 
because deacons were the first peacemakers. 

The names of the men are now given; the people elect, 
and the apostles ordain with the imposition of hands and 
with prayer; and then the result is seen to be beneficial 
greatly (Acts 6:7). It only remains now for us to try to 
iearn a lesson concerning the work, character, and life of a 
pattern deacon, if a careful search in the New Testament can 
find it described. 

1. A deacon ought to be a man of dgepest piety. The 
record we are studying mentions good reputation and great 
spirituality (v.3). And this is what the apostle Paul says 
afterwards in his epistle (1 Tim. 3: 8), 

2. A deacon should be a man of long experience. Other- 
wise he cannot be “full of the Holy Ghost and wisdom” 
(1 Tim. 8: 6). There is no other work that requires such 
discretion and such self-controlled patience as that of deal- 
ing with poor Christians. 

8. A deacon must be very careful in the management of 
his own family. That is the reason why he is first to be 
“ proved” and tested before he is ordained (1 Tim. 3: 10-12). 
His office leads him into the innermost intricacies of family 
life. He is given the chance of doing the highest good to 
those he succors. But he can wound, and alienate, and hurt, 
by improvidence. 

4. A deacon may put his life among the evidences of Chris- 
tianity, if he will. Miracles are evidences ; Stephen wrought 
miracles (v.8). So did Philip (8: 6,7). It is probable 
that the day of miracles is. over; so expectation need not 
force itself in that direction. But when John the Baptist 
sent from his prison to inquire whether Jesus was indeed the 
Messiah, our Lord kept the messengers with him for an hour 
er two in order to have them see exactly what he was doing 
daily, and then returned them with a most significant mes- 
sage (Luke 7: 22). What we need to notice in that reply is 
the fact that right in among the miracles there is put this 
sentence, “to the poor the gospel is preached.” Let every 
deacon remember, if he assumes to imitate Stephen as a pat- 
tern in his noble office, that he can make his life one of the 
highest evidences of Christianity—Christ himself bearing 
testimony—if he will be faithful to the poor. 

5. A deacon can shine im the light of God, if he be filled 
with the Holy Ghost (v. 15). Character tells in this world, 
after all. Purity is as much sought in a man as it is in a 
diamond ; and there are those who know it when they see it. 





ILLUSTRATIVE APPLICATIONS, 
BY H,. CLAY TRUMBULL. 


When the number of the disciples was multiplying, there arose 
a@ murmuring (v. 1). Prosperity is a severe test of men—and 
of women as well. As a rule, the more men have, the less 
satisfied they are. The day of small things is less likely than 
the day of abundance to be the time of discontent and com- 
plaining. This has been found so in many a home; ani also 
in many a community, and in many a church. There are 
those who can look back on the days of their poverty and 
toil as their happiest days. It is a great thing to learn in 





whatsoever state we are, therewith to,be content; especially 
is it a great thing to learn how to “abound” in other things, 
without abounding in murmurs. 

It is not fit that we should forsake the word of God and serve 
tables (v. 2). That was the way the apostles looked at it; 
and I think they were right, although there are a great many 
Christians who take a different view of the case. “Serving 
tables” in that day was looking after the social and temporal 
interests of believers. It was a very good business, a very 
needful one in its way, but it was not so good a business for 
an apostle as declaring the word of God to saints and sinners. 
So nowadays, if a minister must choose between Bible study 
and preaching on the one hand, and social visiting on the 
other, he would better stick to the ministry of the word, and 
get an extra force of deacons or elders or stewards to do the 
visiting, and to run the church sociables, and all that sort of 
thing. It is not fit that he should forsake the bigger business 
for the lesser. 

Look ye out . . . from among you seven men of good report (v. 3). 
It was not enough that men were in the church in that day ; 
they must be men of good report as well as of fair professions 
if they were to be put in office. It is always important to 
have as church officers, as Sunday-school officers, as repre- 
sentatives of God’s cause in any way, men who are of good 
report. Even if we believe that a man is a good man at 
heart, if he has not a good reputation, he is not fit to be a 
representative Christian anywhere. And if men of good 
repute had to be hunted for in the apostolic church, what 
folly it is to suppose that you can take the first one who 
comes to hand for a church officer’or a Sunday-school teacher 
in these days! 

Full of the Holy Ghost and wisdom. Men for office in the 
church ought to be wise as well as godly. “The fear of the 
Lord is the beginning of wisdom ;”—but not the end of it. 
It is not enough for a man to have good purposes in the 
Lord’s service; he needs to know what to do, and how to do 
it, in his special sphere. “Finally, my brother,” said a 
venerable clergyman in his formal charge to a young pastor 
at his installation, “have good common sense.” Common 
sense is important—even to a church officer. And as to 
spiritual gifts, the first deacons were to be men “full of the 
Holy Ghost” as well as full of wisdom; yet none of them 
were to be deemed overstocked, even while thus supplied. 
Why should a lower standard be looked for in our day ? 

We will continue steadfastly in prayer, and in the ministry of 
the word (v.4). The apostles felt the need of constant prayer 
in conjunction with their preaching and Bible-teaching. Yet 
they were full of the Holy Ghost. If that was their need, 
how can any of us get on in Bible-teaching without earnest 
and continuous prayer? Bible study and prayer must go 
hand in hand; and those who are giving of God’s truth to 
others must be constantly seeking God’s truth from God. 
None of us can give out any faster or any more than he 
takes in. : 

The saying pleased the whole,multitude (v. 5). Wise leaders 
when led of God can influence a multitude of those who are 
in God’s service. Those who do not know what to do of 
themselves, are often quick to recognize the wise proposals 
of others. If we were readier to show the multitude just 
what to do and how, instead of complaining of the multitude 
for not doing, we should be likely to accomplish a vast deal 
more than now. 


Stephen, full of faith and power, wrought great wonders and. 


signs among the people (v.8). And any man in Christ’s ser- 
vice who is full of faith and power can work great wonders 
in the world, Any man, moreover, who is full of faith and 
of the Holy Ghost, is full of power. If we look to the source 
of Stephen’s power for our power, we shall find God as ready 
to use us effectively in our day and sphere as he was to use 
Stephen in his day and sphere. 

Saw his face as it had been the face of an angel (v.15). Any 
man or woman who undividedly does the work of God is so 
far an angel of God—a messenger and servant of God; 
and his or her face will show as it were the face of an 
angel. The light of God shines on those who iook toward 
God; and that light is reflected again in the sight of all 
those who look at this messenger of God. Who would 
not be glatl to have a face with the glow and beauty 
of an angel’s face? Whoever would have such a face, can 
secure it, by paying its price—in consecrated and faith-filled 
Christian service. 





TEACHING HINTS. 
BY M, C. HAZARD. 


It is in a measure a necessity that the teacher should take 
up the intervening history to show the results of the bold and 
aceusatory address of the apostles before the Sanhedrin. 1. 
It angered the council. They “ were cut to the heart, and were 
minded to slay them.” From their purpose the rulers were 
turned by the politic address of Rabbi Gamaliel, who urged 
that if this work were of men it would of itself come to 
naught, while if it were of God nothing could overthrow it. 
Contrast the being*“cut to the heart” with being “ pricked 
im their heart” (Acts 2:37). The same sharp truths, but 
reaching in one case the fountain of repentance, and in the 





other exciting only a transport of rage. 2. It brought a pun 
ishment on the apostles. They were scourged, and again charged 
not to speak in the name of Jesus. Their scourging they 
took with joy, “rejoicing that they were worthy to suffer dis- 
honor for the Name.” The prohibition they utterly disre- 
garded, “every day” teaching and preaching Jesus ‘at home 
and in the temple. The work was of God, and hence could 
not be overthrown nor hindered. 

I. The Murmuring in the Church.—Let the teacher observe: 
1. When it arose. “When the number of disciples was mul- 
tiplying.” The Church, now numbered by thousands, was 
still increasing. With multiplying numbers, new dangers 
arose. It was more difficult to keep the unity for which the 
believers had been distinguished. Many a church that has 
withstood adversity has been wrecked by prosperity. 2. How 
it arose. The Grecian Jews murmured against the Hebrews 
“because their widows were neglected in the daily ministra- 
tion.” Thus the Church was divided, by the jealousy of the 
Grecians, into two factions,—the Grecian Jews and the 
Hebrews. If that murmuring was not stopped, there was a 
possible great disaster before the Church. How it came 
about that the Grecian widows were neglected, the record 
does not say. It may have been unintentional oversight, or 
the result of a feeling against the Greeks as being foreigners. 
Whatever it was, the fact of the neglect seems to have been 
admitted. It is worthy of note, just here, that the first two 
dangers to the early Church, hypocrisy and schism, arose 
from the distribution of its charities. 

Il. The Harmony of the Church—How was it restored? 
By the prompt, wise, and magnanimous action of the apostles. 
They did not wait for the “murmuring” to become a pro- 
nounced disaffection. They did not rebuke the murmurers, 
nor try to justify themselves. They simply asked that they 
might be relieved, and that the work might be put in the 
hands of others who could properly attend to it. 1. They 
made a protest against doing the work at all. They declared 
that it was not fit, or pleasing to them, to forsake the Word 
of God to serve tables. They were chosen of Christ to be his 
witnesses—not to dole out alms. The lower work was 
encroaching upon the higher. They were liable to be so 
much engaged in caring for the bodies of disciples that they 
could do nothing forthe soulsofmen. 2. T'hey showed to whom 
the work should be committed. They directed the disciples to 
look out seven men among them “ of good report, full of the 
Spirit and of wisdom,” whom they might appoint over the 
matter. “Of good report ”—so that, to begin with, they would 
receive the approval of every one. The apostles went upon 
the principle of never putting a doubtful man into an impor- 
tant office. “Full of the Spirit”—so that their godliness 
might be apparent. Men full of the Spirit would not be 
likely to do injustice through partiality—or become default- 
ers. They would be able to give help to the soul as well as 
to the body. “And of wisdom ”—so that the funds would be 
wis:ly disbursed. The church that has a charity fund has 
to look out that pauperism is not encouraged, that dead-beats 
are not supported, and that the really needy are generously 
eared for. 3. They declared what their own work should be. 
“ But we will continue stedfastly in prayer, and in the min- 
istry of the word.” The world was famishing for the gospel 
more than the disciples for bread. Others could give the 
bread, but the apostles were chosen especially to give the 
gospel. Mark what their notion was of the way that their 
work was to be conducted. In two things they resolved to 
continue steadfastly—in prayer and in the ministry of the 
word, First they would get from God, and then they would 
givetomen. There is no giving without first getting. No 
water can be poured from an unfilled pitcher. 

IIL. The Growth of the Church.—1. The choice of the seven. 
The seven were chosen in accordance with the recommenda- 
tion of the apostles. The Greek names of the seven show 
how generously the Church acted in giving “the daily min- 
istration” largely into the hands of the element from which 
the murmurs had arisen. That made it impossible for Gre- 
cian Jews any longer to complain. The suggestion of the 
apostles “ pleased the whole multitude ;” for they saw that it 
not only would do away with dissensions, but would result in 
the greater efficiency of the apostles. The seven finally were 
inducted into office with as much solemnity as though they 
were to preach the Word instead of toserve tables! In those 
days no work for Christ, it would seem, was unworthy of a 
consecration. 2. T'he increase of the disciples. That, naturally, 
was the result of the increase of power resulting from the 
new state of things. The Church was a greater power, because 
in it there no longer was’ any division. The apostles were a 
greater power ; for now there was no obstacle to giving their 
whole strength to prayer and the ministry of the word. 
Notable among the accessions was the great company of 
priests that became “obedient to the faith.” The new faith 
demanded of them so much that in their case obedience meant 
a great deal more than with others. 

IV. The Witness for the Church.—Among the chosen seven, 
there was one especially prominent from the first—“ Stephen, 
a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit.” Observe that 
he was a witness for the Church: 1. In his endowments, He 
was “full of faith and the Holy Spirit”—“ full of grace and 
power.” The mere fact that a man is so endowed is a great 
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testimony for the Church. 2. In the exhibitions of his power. 
He “wrought great wonders and signs among the people.” 
He showed apostolic power, though he was not an apostle. 
The layman may be as full of the Holy Spirit and of the 
power of the Spirit as the minister. 3. Jn his encounters with 
adversaries. ‘They were not able to resist the wisdom and 
the Spirit by which he spake.” They were cunning, but he 
was wise. They were learned, but he was inspired. 4. In 
his appearance before the council. Stephen was brought before 
the Sanhedrin to answer to false testimony purchased by 
twibery. His adversaries not being able to cope with him in 
argument, purposed to silence him in another way. They 
alleged against him that he had spoken blasphemous words 
against Moses and against the temple, averring that he had 
declared that “this Jesus of Nazareth” would destroy the 
one and change the other. “The possible basis for their dis- 
tortion was the repetition by Stephen of Christ's prophecy in 
Matthew 24, etc., and in John 4: 21, though he may have 
quoted also from Daniel 9: 26; Jeremiah 7: 8-16, and other 
kindred prophecies. But his face gave the lie to the charge 
of blasphemy. It shone “as it had been the face of an angel.” 
It shone as once did the face of Moses whom he was charged 
with blaspheming. The servant was transfigured as his 
Master had been, and at a time when “the decease which he 
was about to accomplish at Jerusalem” threw its unseen 
cloud over him. Te had that inward peace that the world 
cannot give nor take away. 





HINTS FOR THE PRIMARY TEACHER. 
BY FAITH LATIMER. 

Recall the incidents of last week’s lesson by a few review 
questions, : 

How did the apostles have enough money to care for all 
the poor among them? It seems that there were widows— 
not very well known, perhaps, or who did not like to ask for 
help—that were sometimes overlooked or forgotten in the 
daily rounds among the poor. They were Greeks, families 
of those who had come from other countries to live in Jeru- 
salem; and their Greek friends found fault, and said, “ Yes, 

these Jews will care for their own, and neglect our widows 

jan the Church; and the money was given for all the poor, as 
such as for Jewish widows and children.” The apostles heard 
of it; see how wise they were. They called all the church 
people together, and talked it over pleasantly and kindly. 

They showed how much time and strength it would take 
for them to visit and help every one, and that their work 
was to teach the word of God, not to count out and divide 
money, or spend it, for the poor and needy. Yet they did 
not mean to be careless, or selfish, or unkind, or let any suffer 
for help or care. They had a wise plan to offer for the 
Church, and this was it: “Choose out seven men.” What 
kind of men? The golden text tells us,—“men of honest 
report.” What do you mean by honest? What is “ honest 
report”? They wanted men who deserved a good name 
because they really were good. 

What were the seven men todo? To be “appointed over 
this business”? That was, to divide and use the money for 
the poor, spending it fairly, prudently, justly, as carefully as 
if it were all their own; faithfully, because it was not their 
own, but God’s money, to be used for him. Notice the word,— 
business. Not charity, but business. You can think how 
many poor and how much money they must have had to 
need seven men for this work, and how well it needed to be 
done. They were to have religion in their business, and 
business in their religion. Isn’t that a good example for 
these days, and for children too? Childhood is the time to 
learn; if you have anything to do, do it earnestly, faithfully, 
rightly. Would those seven men have borrowed any of that 
money, and said, “There is more than we need to use to-day ; 
we will pay back to-morrow”? Would they have used any 
of that money to buy and sell, or have lent it for interest; to 
be paid for the use of it, and then said to each other, “We 
will make a great deal more out of it, and then give some of 
the big profits back to the church to pay for using it”? 
Suppose that had been done, and found out, would they have 
been men of “honest report”? If it were never found out, 
would it be right? 

The people were all pleased with the apostles’ plan for 
caring for the poor. What wasit? They chose seven men, 
and after that the apostles gave all their time to prayer and 
preaching. The seven were set before the apostles; they 
placed their hands upon their heads, and prayed, and so set 
them apart to do God’s work. They were called “deacons.” 
The work of the Church went on without more trouble. The 
“number of disciples was multiplied;” at first, there were 
one hundred and twenty in the upper room. Then came 
the day of Pentecost. How many repented and were bap- 
tized that day? Then we read of many being “added to 
the Church daily.” After the seven deacons were set apart, 
and peace was in the Church, the number was multiplied. 
Even many of the priests believed, and obeyed the gospel. 

The first deacon chosen was Stephen, a man “full of faith 
and of the Holy Ghost.” So much power was given him 
that he did signs and wonders. We are not told what he 
did, but that his works were great wonders and miracles 





among the people. Don't you think the poor widows were 
glad to see him, if he could cure the sick, and heal their 
sorrows, as Jesus did when he “went about doing good”? 
It was talked about, and some of the Jews began to dispute 
with Stephen. So they began with Jesus, when he preached, 
and did signs and wonders, Like Jesus, Stephen was so 
wise and holy, they could not find a fault in his works, or in 
his words ; and when they could not answer, they hated him. 
What kind of witnesses did they bring against Jesus? So 
they hired men to say that Stephen had spoken against 
Moses, and against God. 

These false witnesses charged that Stephen had spoken 
against “the holy place,” the temple, and said that Jesus 
would destroy it. Do you think he was frightened or 
troubled? Always full of the Holy Ghost, need he have 
had a fear? Can you think of any golden text which might 
have comforted him then? Do you remember about Moses’ 
face when he came down from the mountain? They charged 
Stephen with speaking against Moses, and his face was as 
glorious as Moses’ had been after God talked with him. The 
high priests and elders, all who watched to see what Steplien 
would answer, all saw “his face as the face of an angel.” 
Next week, we will learn what Stephen answered, what 
Stephen saw, what they did to him, and what were Stephen's 
last words. 





BLACKBOARD HINTS. 





TRUE CURISTIAN WORKERS. 


MEN OF HoneEsT Report: 


THEY SHOULD BE: FULL oF THE Hoy Guost 


AND WISDOM; 
FULLOF FaItH AND PowER. 





I WILL BE SANCTIFIED IN THEM THAT COME NIGH ME, 
AND BEFORE ALL THE PEOPLE I WILL BE GLORIFIED. 











HINTS FOR LESSON HYMNS. 


{The first hymn of this list, set to a suitable tune, is tobe found in 
The Scholars’ Quarterly.] 
“My gracious Lord, I own thy right.” 
“More holiness give me.” 
“Take my life, and let it be.” 
“ Am I a soldier of the cross.” 
“ My faith looks up to thee.” 
* My soul, be on thy guard.” 
“ Standing by a purpose true.” 
“ O for a faith that will not shrink.” 
“ Nearer, my God, to thee.” 
“ Go, labor on ; spend and be spent.” 





QUESTION HINTS. 
BY MISS ANNA T. PEARCE. 


How many men were chosen to conduct the finance of the 
early Church? (Title.) What qualifications were deemed 
essential in church officers? (Golden Text.) 

With the increase of membership in the early Church, 
what difficulties attended the common fund system? (Acts 
6:1.) What does every church disagreement indicate con- 
cerning the spiritual condition of some of its members? Who 
were the “Grecians”? What provision was made for widows 
in the days of Paul’s ministry ? (1 Tim. 5: 3-10.) Why was 
this class peculiarly cared for? What, probably, was their 
special duty in the Church (Acts 9: 36, 39.) Whose busi- 
ness is it to call for a reform when the finances of the Church 
are badly managed? (v. 2, f.c.) Why should the ordained 
ministry insist that the temporal affairs of the Church shall 
be harmoniously adjusted by others? (v. 2, l. ¢.) Whose 
business is it to select the officers of the Church, according to 
this first pattern of church organization? (v. 3.) Which of 
the three named qualifications is it most difficult to find? 
What is the first record we have of the organization of Israel? 
(Deut. 1: 12-15.) What were the qualifications essential for 
the offices then created ? (Exod. 18: 21.) Whatdirection did 
Paul give Timothy on this subject? (1 Tim. 3: 1-13.) Why 
did he write so explicitly about church officers? (1 Tim. 3: 
14,15.) What should be done with a deacon who becomes 
greedy of filthy lucre, or given to much wine? Who are 
meant by bishops? What are the two arms of the pastor’s 
power? (v. 4.) How far could the multitude proceed in the 
organization of the Church? (vy. 5.) Recite these names, 
Tell concisely what you know of each of these men. What 
is a proselyte? Point out two Antiochs. How were the 
seven inaugurated? (v. 6.) Should, or should not, deacons 
now be entered into office by solemn services? How should 
officers and teachers of the Sunday-school be chosen and 
entered upon office? What is the history of the Church 
when all its affairs are conducted by men full of the Holy 
Spirit? (v. 7.) Why do the priests receive special mention 
here? How should the manifestation of our faith differ from 
that of Stephen's? (v. 8.) How does the character and pur- 
pose of a man affect his success in argument om the truth? 





(vs. 9,10.) Tell what you know of these different synagogues. 
How did Stephen's enemies determine to break his power? 
(vs. 11-14.) Had he, or had he not, probably taught the 
doctrines with which he was charged? How was his spirit 
affected by his persecutions? (v. 15.) Tow do you account 
for such an effect? (Matt. 5: 10-12; Acts 5:41.) Give other 
instances of the face indicating the divinity of the spirit 
within (Exod. 34: 29-35; Matt. 17: 2.) Is there, or is there 
not, the same relation between heart condition and facial 
appearance now as then? 





ORIENTALISMS OF THE LESSON. 
BY PROFESSOR ISAAC H. HALL. 


The questions which have arisen, and caused much discus- 
sion, concerning the Grecian Jews and the Hebrews of verse 
1, though belonging strictly to the Oriental part of this les- 
son, are far too numerous and too long to be even enumerated 
here. Reference is best had to Lightfoot’s Hore Hebraice 
for a summary of the various questions, and their attempted 
solution from Oriental authorities. As to the relative char- 
acter of the two parties, it seem plain from the time of the 
events, as well as from all the indications of the narrative 
itself, that both parties were Jews in religion, though some, 
at least, of the Grecian Jews were proselytes, and not Jews 
by descent. Many of the questions above referred to are at 
once swept away by the consideration that the time of the 
events of this lesson is earlier than most of the discussions 
take for granted. 

In the Greek of this lesson, there is no verbal difference 
between the ministration that was daily, the serving that applies 
to tables, and the ministry of the word. All of them come 
from the same Greek word which gives us our word deacon ; 
a word which most commonly denotes attendant or waiter. It 
is one of those instances where translations of the Greek are 
apt to make distinctions in rank where the original only 
shows a difference of duty, but makes no difference in the 
name. While the seven were busy about the deaconship of 
tables, the apostles attended to the deaconship of the word. 
Both were God’s ministers, but each one for his own line of 
service. 

In the Jewish synagogue were three such officers, appointed 
to look after the widows and the other poor; and it was a 
most natural thing for the same branch of special service to 
be grafted-upon the new Christian branch. For, as yet, the 
Christian Church was, in one sense, hardly more than a sec- 
tarian or reformed Jewish synagogue. It had not yet broken 
loose from the Jewish body; nor is it probable that the 
Christians yet considered themselves distinct from the Jewish 
polity. They were yet, as a body, to be “ put out of the syna- 
gogue.” The Sanhedrin exerted its authority over them, or 
against them, as Jews, and not as Roman subjects. 

It is possible that the ceremony of laying on of hands was 
after the ancient Jewish custom. But the later Jews aban- 
doned it. We never read that the later Jewish deacons (if 
we may so call them) were appointed by the laying on of 
hands. But that is not strange, since even for the elders that 
ceremony was no more in use. Maimonides says that an 
elder was ordained “not by laying hands upon the head of 
the elder, but by calling him Rabbi, and saying to him, ‘ Lo, 
thou art ordained, and hast the power of judging,’” ete. 

The “serving of tables” is a necessity in every Eastern 
church to-day. Each sect has a certain civil power and juris- 
diction, which it is free to exercise under the Turkish govern- 
ment ; besides its practical power in controlling the material 
well-being of its adherents. A proselyte to any sect looks to 
its leaders for his means of support, in some way or another. 
The sentiment of the country both justifies and (in a measure) 
demands this. Each sect forms a community, hostile to other 
sects, and bound to take care of its own. The ecclesiastics 
can, without much trouble, determine the station and pros- 
perity of most of the individual members. To excommuni- 
cate means to doom to starvation—unless the excommunicated 
ean change his religion, and receive work or support else- 
where. Besides this, there are no end of lesser penalties or 
means of oppression. Nor should this be looked upon as a 
peculiarity of the Orient. It is a state of things from which 
the Occident is scarcely two centuries free. But it gives to 
Protestant missionaries a new idea of the scope of their duties 
as Christians, as well as of the expectations which converts 
(or the loaves-and-fishes-following proselytes) are sure to 
entertain. Another view of the matter is gained by a per- 
sonal knowledge of the prominent native members of any of 
the Protestant congregations in the East. It is now two and 
even three generations since the missionaries began their 
labors ; and the most highly educated and the most efficient 
native Protestant Christians are the children and grand- 
children of those who (mainly, at least) had to get their em- 
ployment in the service of the earlier missionaries, or starve. 
Those who chose the better path then, at the risk of persecu- 
tion, starvation, or death by murder, now reap in their 
descendants the most desirable fruit of their sacrifice. Nor 
was it at all an unhappy thing that the Protestant mission- 
aries. like other men engaged in a great work, had to spend 
much of the money collected for their work in paying native 
helpers for the material ageneies needed in their efforts. 
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THE OXFORD TEACHERS’ BIBLES* 


In the careful comparison and criticism of the four 
leading Teachers’ Bibles—the Oxford, the Eyre and 
Spottiswoode, the Bagster, and the American Tract 
Society’s—which appeared in The Sunday School Times 
for September 25, 1880, we gave the priority in point of 
brevity, conciseness, and serviceability to the Oxford 
Teachers’ Bible. At the same time we pointed out sev- 
eral particulars in which the Oxford Bible fell short of 
its rivals, and several more in which it, as well as the 
others, was susceptible of further improvement. It will 
be seen from the note of the American agents for the 
Oxford Teachers’ Bibles, which appears this week in the 
department of Notes on Open Letters, that the Oxford 
editors have instituted a revision of their Teachers’ Helps 
in view of these criticisms. What improvement, if any, 
is noticeable in the new editions issued after that revision ? 

And first, to touch the body rather than the soul of 
the book, there has been a constant gain during the last 
two years in the workmanship of the volume itself. The 
thin opaque paper, which is now being used in many of 
the editions, permits the whole contents of the Teachers’ 
Bible to be gathered into a comparatively thin and flexi- 
ble volume, of excellent typography, and clear, non- 
transparent page. The toughness of the paper saves it 
from the liability to tear which characterizes many thin- 
paper books. The excellent quality of the binding, 
noted in the previous comparative article, is also main- 
tained. 

Among specific additions recently made to the body 
of the work is a Glossary of Antiquities, Customs, etc. 
This occupies several pages of close print; and it includes 
explanations of the manners, customs, offices, and uten- 
sils of the biblical peoples. This is a valuable addition ; 
the notes are short, and generally to the point; but one 
defect is apparent—the list is not brought into organic 
connection with the body of the work. Thus, its con- 
tents are not included in the index preceding the helps, 
and it lacks cross references to the other tables, in which 
some of the topics here included are treated in their 
natural relationship rather than as isolated topics. An 
Alphabetical Table of the First Line of Each Psalm, 
the lack of which we formerly noted, appears in the new 
editions. New tables are added in the line of the com- 
parison of the Old and New Testaments; and many of 
the tables which appeared in former editions bear the 
marks of careful revision. The Notes on the Old Testa- 
ment have been gradually multiplied, until the original 
general introduction and summaries of the books have 
been amplified by a statement of the evidence for the 
integrity of the original text and brief accounts of the 
Greek, Syriac, Latin, and English versions, There are 
also brief summaries of the Apocryphal books. 

It is true that some of the tables are still incomplete. 
A table of Old Testament Miracles, for instance, which 
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3 | tion, we have seen no reason to change our expressed 





does not find a single miracle in the book of Genesis, can | 
hardly be considered satisfactory. 

There are several thin-paper editions with the new 
helps; but there are also cheaper editions in plain styles | 
of binding. There are also several editions, at various 
prices, which contain jn parallel columns the New Tes- 
tament in its revision of 1611 and 1881. Of the four new 
editions which have been examined in the preparation or 
this article, three are on India paper. These are respec- 
tively pearl 16mo, ruby 16mo, and minion 8vo in size; 
but copies of these editions can also be had on plain 
white paper. The fourth edition is in size nonpareil 
8vo; and this, like the rest, can be had in various styles 
of binding. For the various styles and prices, recourse 
must be had to the publisher’s lists, which may be ob- 
tained on application. 

It is only fair to say that, in the light of later examina- 


opinion that the Oxford Teachers’ Bible is the most ser- 
viceable for the use of the ordinary Sunday-school teacher. 
Its most formidable rival, the Eyre and Spottiswoode 
Teachers’ Bible, has in some cases fuller information ; 
but in a less available shape; and, obviously, a teacher 
is a gainer when all the material proffered to him is well 
arranged for use. 





It is one of the revenges which the whirligig of time 
brings, that the volatile and epthusiastic French have 
produced a philosophy which is timid and halting in 
comparison with the bolder flights of speculation which 
the cautious and critical Germans have indulged in. 
Cousin’s thought is characterized by stability when com- 
pared with the half-dozen systems which the grasshopper- 
like Schelling tossed off ; Janet isa model of old-fashioned 
philosophical conservatism, in contrast with even so irre- 
proachable a thinker as Litze. A second edition of 
Affieck’s translation of Janet’s Final Causes, with a com- 
mendatory preface by Professor Flint of Edinburgh, has 
just been issued by the Scribners. This is the Paris pro- 
fessor’s best work ; and it is one which is really worth 
the attention of students of philosophy. It isan attempt 
to rehabilitate the “argument from design,” not so 
much—though this also is included—in view of the criti- 
cal onslaught of Kant and Hegel, as in opposition to the 
naturalistic tendencies which have gained new strength 
among men of science since the promulgation of the 
Darwinian theory. So far as the negative part of the 
book is concerned, Professor Janet is successful in show- 
ing that the last word of science is not the final word of 
either religion or philosophy ; as to the affirmative part, 
he is not successful in making the “argument from 
design ” a complete demonstration of God as the Cause 
of causes. (8vo, pp. xxii, 520. New York: Charles 
Scribner’s Sons. Price, $2.50). 


More than a generation has passed since the death of 
the first American novelist, who gained a world-wide 
reputation, and to-day the biography of James Fenimore 
Cooper is for the first time published in an extended 
form. This long postponement of a work which had 
sooner or later to be done, was due mainly to the fact 
that, out of respect to Mr. Cooper’s dying wish, access to 
his papers was, and stillis,denied. A certain amount of 
research was therefore necessary in the preparation of 
the present volume. The author, Professor T. R. Louns- 
bury, had the satisfaction of seeing a clear field of almost 
virgin soil, but he was at the same time under the disad- 
vantage of having no authorities to whom he could go 
for his data. Professor Lounsbury’s estimate of Cooper 
as a novelist and /itéerateur is discriminating. The vol- 
ume is better worth reading than are most works of the 
kind, and the author has certainly accomplished a most 
difficult and discouraging task in a way that merits com- 
mendation. No one but a literary workman can appre- 
ciate the internal evidence of skill and industry which 
the book contains; but the reading public will recognize 
and appreciate the intrinsic value and interest of a 
famous American’s life. (12mo, cloth. Boston: Hough- 
ton, Mifflin, & Co. Price, $1.25.) 


Zachris Topelius, a professor in the University of Abo, 
Finland, has done for Finland what the critics say no 
American has yet done for America,—he has written the 
Finnish novel. It is nearly thirty years ago since his 
Surgeon’s Stories (Fultskdrns Beriittelser) began first to 
appear, and since that time they have been translated 
into most of the Germanic languages, and have achieved 
in Denmark and Germany a success denied to many 
native romances. One of the best of the series is The 
Times of Gustav Adolf, which has just been translated 
inte English for American readers. The interest of the 





story touches the whole of Northern Protestant Europe, 


and centres in the struggle which was being waged 
_ between Romanism and Protestantism two and a half 
| centuries ago. Sturdy Protestant blows, stealthy jesuiti- 
cal machinations, fanaticism which is almost innocent, 
and right which becomes wrong in its hardness, are the 
materials out of which Professor Topelius has constructed 
astory full of strength and freshness. School-boys ought 
to find in it such a story-book for the Thirty Years’ War 
as Ivanhoe is for the struggle between the Norman and 
theSaxon. (12mo, pp. 341. corp Jansen, McClurg, 
& Co. Price, $1.25.) 


Can George Macdonald write anything which would 
not at once be recognized as his, though his name were 
absent? Ifhe can, he has not yet done it. In his new 
story for children, The Princess and Curdie, Dr. Macdon- 
ald takes up again the subjects which are always recur- 
ring in his stories,—the man which is in the beast, and 
the beast which is in the man, the pitifulness and the 
divinity of human life. Curdie receives the gift of seeing 
the hands which are offered him, not as they seem, but 
as they are; and so he sees in what seem to others 
hard unbeautiful hands, the shining, soft hands of a 
human angel ; and in other shapelier hands he traces the 
claws of the wolf, the paw of the fox, and the slime of 
the serpent. This is a fairy story; it is full of magic; 
but he who finds the moral of the tale, will know how to 
translate the magic into the common experiences of life. 
It is worth adding that the story is in English through- 
out, so that the reader will not be troubled by the dia- 
lectic peculiarities which mark most of Dr. Macdonald’s 
novels. (12mo, illustrated, pp. v, 255: Philadelphia: 
J. B. Lippincott & Co. Price, $1.25.) 


In Eras and Characters of History the Rev. Dr. Wil- 
liam R. Williams, the venerable Baptist historical 
scholar, presents a series of essays on the men and the 
crises which have shaped what is best in modern civili- 
zation. These historical essays begin with “Nero and 
Paul” and end with “The Puritan and the Mystic.” 
They are arranged, with slight exception, in chronologi- 
cal order; and among the men and the times treated are 
the period of the early Church, Chrysostom and his 
times, Wiclif, Huss, Luther, Calvin, and Knox ; together 
with discussions of the monastic idea, and Buddhism and 
Mohammedanism. Every one of these topics is treated 
from a distinctively Christian standpoint, and with fresh 
and healthy feeling. Dr. Williams writes with spirit; 
and his book should prove both profitable and entertain- 
ing, especially to young minds. (12mo, cloth. New York: 
Harper and Brothers.) 








WORK AND WORKERS. 


—_>—_— 


WORKERS IN COUNCIL. 


—At the second annual reunion of the Sunday-school 
teachers of Philadelphia, which was held in Association 
Hall, February 12,1883, Mr. E. Payson Porter, Secretary 
of the International Convention, and of the Philadelphia 
Sunday-school Association, presented a tabulated report 
of the Sunday-school statistics of Philadelphia. The 
report included the statistics of twenty-six denomina- 
tions, as well as of the union schools in the city, and its 
items embraced the total number of Sunday-schools and 
that of evergreen schools, while the section on member- 
ship showed in parallel columns the relative numbers of 
the adult, the juvenile, and the primary and infant 
scholars, the total number of scholars, of teachers 
and officers, and the complete Sunday-school mem- 
bership, with a number of other details. The total 
number of Sunday-schools in Philadelphia is 552, 
and of these 463 are open all the year. The total 
membership is 163,681; and this includes 35,560 adult 
scholars; 65,447 juvenile scholars; 46,877 primary 
scholars, and 15,797 officers and teachers. The average 
attendance is 112,312. There are 164 teachers’-meet- 
ings maintained, and 44 normal courses. The combined 
Sunday-school libraries contain 189,931 volumes. Of 
schools which keep up a systematic visitation among 
their scholars, or canvassing of the field outside, there 
are 110. Of churches sustaining mission schools, the 
the number is 47. The number of scholars received into 
church, according tothe reports, was2,779. The financial 
statistics showed asum of $65,464.22 expended for benevo- 
lent purposes, and $108,300.05 for the maintenance of 
the Sunday-school machinery. These figures show in 
some respects a slight decrease in comparison with those 
of the last report; but this is to be attributed, not toa 
decrease in the number of schools or scholars, but to the fact 
that the previous report was largely based on estimates, 
There is every reason for believing that with the excep- 
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tion perhaps of one denomination, there has been a 
steady gain since the issuing of the last report. 


COUNCILS IN PROSPECT. 


—A full programme has now been issued of the second | 


annual Sunday-school institute of the Brooklyn Sunday- 
school Union, to be held in the Hanson Place Baptist 
Church from February 26 to March 1, under the con- 


ductorship of the Rev. Dr.John H. Vincent. The intro- | 
ductory exercises on Monday evening will be conducted | 
by Mr. George A. Bell, the president of the Union, | 
and the opening address by Dr. Vincent, who will be | 


followed by the Rev. Dr. W. M. Blackburn in a lecture 
on “ Teaching, and helps to it.” On Tuesday afternoon 
Mr. George C. Stebbins will tell what he knows of 
‘Music in the Sunday-school ;’ Mr. J. L. Hughes, of 
Toronto, will lecture on “ Serious mistakes in Sunday- 
school work ;” andthe Rev. A. F. Schauffler will ad- 
dress the institute, taking for his subject, ‘“ From the 
primary to the adult department.” In the evening, Dr. 
Vincent will conduct a conversation on “ The increase 
of teaching power in our Sunday-schools,’ and Dr. 
John Hall will lecture on “Christian evidences in the 
Sunday-school.” On Wednesday afternoon, the exer- 
cises will begin with a service of song, led by Mr. Steb- 
bins; Dr. Blackburn will talk on “Science and Sunday- 
school Teaching ;” Miss Hattie N. Morris will tell what 
are the “ Three A’s of the teacher’s alphabet ;” and the 
Royal Hand Bell Ringers will give their exercise, 
“Chimes from beyond the sea.” Inthe evening, the 
musical character of this day’s sessions will be kept up 


by a grand concert by the Royal Hand Bell Ringers.’ 


On Thursday, Mr. M. C. Hazard, of The Sunday-School 
Times will lecture on “ Unruly boys;” Mr. Hughes will 
give an outline talk on “Secular school and Sunday- 
school;” and Dr. Vincent will conduct a conversation on 
“Our young people who belong to the Church.” In 
the evening, Mr. Stebbins will lead the praise service, 
and the Rev. Dr. R. R. Meredith will lecture on “The 
Book we study.” The afternoon sessions will open at 
2.80 P. M., and the evening sessions at 7.30. 


SUNDA Y-SCHOOLS. 


—Systematic beneficence is taught in the Sunday- 
school of Farmington, Connecticut. The school has a 
membership of less than two hundred and fifty, and last 
year it contributed for benevolent purposes nearly four 
hundred dollars. 


— Eight years ago a Scandinavian Sunday-school was 
begun in the Plymouth Congregational Church, Min- 
neapolis. It grew out of a Scandinavian class in the 
English Sunday-school, and since its establishment as a 
separate school its success has been steady. It has now 
an average attendance of a hundred and twenty-five, 
and many of its members are Scandinavian young men 
and women. Most of the teachers are American, and 
the language of the school is English. The teachers 
bear testimony to the earnestness of their scholars in 
study, and to their excellent knowledge of the Bible. 


— Like workers in other fields, the Sunday-school mis- 
sionary may labor on for a time without seeing much 
fruit, and then suddenly the evidences of success may 
pile up in the most unexpected way. Here, for instance, 
is a private note from a working. missionary who had a 
glad experience in this line: “The Saturday before 
Christmas our town was full of people from the country. 
Among the crowd I greeted the superintendent of a little 
country Sunday-school that I organized two years ago. 
‘How is your school doing?’ I asked. ‘Fine! fine!’ 
was the reply. ‘Your visit was the best thing that ever 
struck our neighborhood. We used to be always quar- 
reling, so that nothing succeeded ; now we have perfect 
harmony. The Sunday-school is growing, and Monday 
we are going to have a big dinner for the whole school. 
Come and see us, and you will see such a change in our 
people as you never saw before.’ A few more steps, and 
I met another superintendent, and asked the same ques- 
tion. ‘We have got the best country Sunday-school in 
Southern Kansas,’ was the reply. ‘There has been a 
steady growth in numbers since the visit you made us 
last summer, when we were so near dead. We are to 
have a Christmas tree Monday night, and will give the 
children such a treat as they never before had. Iam 
in to buy presents. Come soon and see us; it will do 
your heart good, and us too.’ Soon I met the superin- 
tendent of a third school. I organized his school, with 
little hope that it could succeed, and I had not heard 
from it for three months. I almost feared to repeat my 
inquiry, lest I should hear of failure. Hissalutation was, 
‘ Well, Brother G., the best week’s work you ever did in 
your life was to start our Sunday-school. You know 


what a hard job it was, and with what difficulty we raised 
a little money for our first quarter's supplies. Since then 
we have had no financial trouble, and but little of any 
other kind.’ I said, ‘Then you don’t need another dona- 
tion?’ ‘Oh no! in fact, we have been making a pretty 
large donation ourselves. We found down in the timber 
| a poor widow, with a large family of children, living in 
| a hovel unfit for human habitation. We raised forty-two 
dollars, which we expended in lumber, and then the 
whole neighborhood got together and built them a com- 
fortable little house. Since that the Sunday-school has 
furnished it, clothed the children, bought them school- 
books, and supplied them with food for the winter. In 
| doing these things, we have developed such enthusiasm 
that the future of the school is assured.’ I said, ‘ Yes, 
that is according to promise. The Bible says, ‘The 
liberal soul shall be made fat; and he that watereth, 
shall be watered also himself.’ Just then the superin- 
tendent of another school came along, and the same 
question was directed to him. Tears stood in his eyes 
as he answered, ‘The Lord has abundantly blessed us. 
You know of the revival we have enjoyed all the sum- 
mer and fall. Now we have a church organized of 
| twenty-seven members, and my three children are to 
unite with it the first Sunday in the new year.’ I told 
him then what reports I had received, as above narrated, 
and he said, ‘Thank God! May he continually bless his 
own work!’” 


TEMPERANCE. 

—In her recent trip through the South, Miss Frances 
E. Willard effected state organizations of the Woman’s 
National Christian Temperance Union in Georgia, South 
Carolina, Florida, and Louisiana, About a hundred 
auxiliaries are at work in the chief towns of these states. 

—It issaid (on the authority of a correspondent of The 
Union Signal) that the Sunday attendance at the beer 
gardens of Cincinnati is greater than the attendance at 
the Protestant places of worship; and that the husbands 
of women who are engaged in the temperance work have 
been threatenedthat if their wives did not cease their 
agitation in favor of temperance, steps would be taken 
to destroy the husbands’ business. 

— Here is a leaf from the diary of a missionary of the 
American Sunday-school Union, which tells the temper- 
ance experience of a town in western Tennessee : “ One ot 
my new schools was opened in a community which had 
been so demoralized by whiskey, that the people got their 
school-house (used also as a church) so chartered, under 
a new and most excellent law we have, as to prevent the 
sale of liquor within four miles of the place. This so 
offended the whiskey ring, that they burned the school- 
house; which act roused such indignation that the 
whiskey dealers had to leave. In their public school I 
found seventy bright youth, and organized a flourishing 
Sunday-school for them in a house where whiskey was 
recently sold. They will soon procure a better home.” 


PERSONAL. 


—The late Henry T. Morgan, of New York, after pro- 
viding liberally for “his own” in his will, left large 
legacies to the American Bible Society, the American 
Home Missionary Society, and the American Sunday- 
sthool Union. With his relatives, Harvard, Yale, 
Williams, and Amherst colleges were made residuary 
legatees, 


—The Rev. Dr. Leonard Woolsey Bacon, who is well 
known to readers of The Sunday School Times as a 
musical writer and critic, has in hand a new Hymn and 
Tune Book. It is claimed to have “some notable char- 
acteristics, among which are the smallness of the book, 
and the variety and high quality of the music.” The 
title ofthe book is to be The Church Book. It will be 
ready in March. 


— In his new pastorate at Columbus, Ohio, the Rev. Dr. 
Washington Gladden is achieving considerable success, 
not only in his own work, but in the art of getting other 
people to work. His sermons are being published once 
a month under the title of Things New and Old. The 
most recent issue in the series, Myrrh and Cassia, con- 
sists of two discourses,—one to young men and one to 
young women. Both are freshly and strongly phrased. 
Mr. A. H. Smyth, of Columbus, is the publisher, and 
the price is ten cents. It is worth while to note also that 


Gladden, which is being published in The Century Maga- 
zine, is being largely copied both in this country and in 
England. The London Christian has copied the whole 
series in an abridged form. 


— Public thanksgiving for sick-bed experiences are 
not very common; yet good Bishop Foss of the Methodist 














the series of articles on Christian co-operation, by Dr. ' 


Episcopal Church sends out, on the anniversary of the 
accident which laid him for many months on a sick-bed, 
a special and grateful acknowledgment of the Lord’s 
dealings with him. “ Promoted into a higher class.in 
the school of Christ,” he says, “in every strait I always 
found Jesus on the spot ahead of me.” At first he almost 
wished for immediate miraculous healing ; butsoon “ the 
delicious fancy of a possible miracle gave place to the 
solid fact of the greater blessedness of that dispensation 
of providence and grace which can transform and glorify 
all suffering; and this was a wondrous sweetener of my 
long trial.” And the teaching which he found in his 
sickness is, that it is superb to be, do, suffer, anything 
to please Christ ! 


—To the list of the lamented dead of this year is to be 
added the name of Mr. William E. Dodge, who died sud- 
denly at his residence in New York, February 9. For 
many years Mr. Dodge was prominent in the religious 
and philanthropic work of New York, and, although he 
was always known as a princely giver, few knew how 
extensive his benefactions really were. In some years, 
it is said, his gifts to philanthropic objects did not fall 
under $400,000 ; and for several years before his death 
he gave regularly $100,000 per annum. Mr. Dodge was 
a man of uncompromising Christian principle; when 
railroads, in which he was pecuniarily interested, com- 
menced to run Sunday trains, he at once retired from 
any connection with them. In temperance, in evangeli- 
cal and in educational work, he was always active. At 
one time he had a hundred students, in training for the 
ministry, on his list of beneficiaries. And all this was 
done so unostentatiously that, while most knew that Mr. 
Dodge was a large giver, none, except those in close 
relations with him, knew how wide the sweep of his 
Christian and philanthropic work actually was. It will 
interest the readers of The Sunday School Times to know 
that, for the greater part of his life, Mr. Dodge was iden- 
tified with the Sunday-school cause as officer and teacher, 
and that for many years he was an active Sunday-school 
superintendent. 


GENERAL. 


—For two years the evangelistic committee of Nebraska 
has been hard at work. Thirty villages have been visited, 
and services and Bible readings have been held in each 
for a week, during which time also there was house-to- 
house and school visitation. Special services were also 
held for children and young people, and inqtiry meet- 
ings were held after all services. Nearly seventy day- 
in-a-place Sunday-school institutes have been held, and 
thousands of gospel posters and postals have been dis- 
tributed. In making report of the work of the commit- 
tee, Mr. K. A. Burnell, one of the most active of the 
workers, writes: “Twenty-one states and Territories 
west of the Mississippi River ought each to have an 
evangelistic committee within the next decade. One of 
the Nebraska workers has covenanted that such a com- 
mittee shall, bythe abounding grace of God and his 
spared life, come into being in each of these states and 
territories within a dozen years ;” and he makes a call for 
men who are willing to devote their lives to the work of 
evangelization in the West. 


—At a meeting of the Victoria Institute, or Philo- 
sophical Society of Great Britain, held in London Janu- 
ary 15, ProfessorStokes, of Cambridge University, deliv- 
ered an address on “Science and modern thought,” 
Professor Stokes pointed out that the Darwinian theory 
is nothing more than a scientific hypothesis, which has 
no claim to be considered as a well-established theory. 
“Our whole ideas respecting the nature of sin and the 
character of God,” said the Professor, “are, as it seemsto 
me, profoundly affected according as we take the state- 
ment of Scripture straightforwardly, which implies that 
man was created with special powers and privileges, and 
in a state of innocence from which he fell, or if we sup- 
pose that man came to be what he is by degrees, by a 
vast number of infinitesimal variatiots from some lower 
animal, accompanied by a correspondingly continuous 
variation in his mental and moral condition. On this 
latter supposition, God was made to be responsible for 
his present mora!condition, which is but the natural out- 
growth of the mode of his creation. As regards the lower 
animals, little change would apparently be made from 
a theological point of view, if we were to interpret as 
figurative the language which seems to assert a succes- 
sion of creative acts. But the creation of man and his 
condition at creation are not confined to the account 
given in Genesis. They are dwelt on at length, in con- 
nection with the scheme of redemption by St. Paul, and 
are more briefly referred to by our Lord himself in con- 
nection with the institution of marriage.” Professor 
Stokes claimed that the theory of naturalistic evolutica 
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isinconsistent with the statements of Serip- | 
ture; that of evolution with special crea- | 
tion of the spiritual in man can be held 
consistently with a full acceptance of 
Christianity ; bntthat the theory of special 
creation, materia], mental, and spiritual, 
is the one which is beset with least difficul- 
ties, scientific and er 
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BUSINESS DEPARTMENT. 


A correct statement of the circulation of The 
Sunday School Times is given each week. The 
regular edition this week for subscribers is 50,000 
copies. Advertisers are free to examine the sub- 
scription list at any time. The uniform rate for 
ordinary advertisements is 25 cents per agate 
line for each and every insertion, except during 
the months of November and December, when the 
rate is 40 cents per line. 

HORSFORD’S ACID PHOSPHATE 
promotes sleep when the neryous system 
is overworked or worried by care and 
anxiety. 


BRAIN AND NERVE FOOD. 

ViTaLizep PxHospsites, composed of 
the nerve-giving principles of the ox brain 
and wheat germ. Physicians have pre- 
scribed 600,000 packages with the best 
results in all forms of nervous exhaustion, 
impaired vitality, or weakened digestion, 
either in children or grown persons. For 
sale by druggists or by mail, $1.00. 
F. Crosby Co., 666 Sixth Avenue, N. Y. 
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The Russian Empire. 


HISTORICAL AND DESCRIPTIVE. 
By Jonny Geppre, F. R. G. 8, author of “ Lake 
Regions in Central Africa,” etc. i2mo, cloth 
beveled, with maps, §2.00, 
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Have Now Ready. 


I. 


On the Desert. With a Brief Review of | 


HENRY M. | 


Recent Events in Kgypt. By Rev. 
Fixup, D.D., author of “ From the Lakes of Killar- | 


ney to the Golden Horn,” and “From Egypt to 

Japan.” 1 vol., crown Svo, with a map, $2. 

This volume ix the account of a journey in the track 
of the Israeli: es a) ong, the Red Sea, among the peaks 
of Sinai, thro ia (he Desert of the Wande ring, and up 
to the Provised haatiel All of Dr, Field’s powers of 
observation and description are brought into play, and 
his book will undoubtedly prove the most ¢ elightfal 


Repuler narrative of travels in the desert of Mount 
inal that has ever been written. 


Of Dr. Field's last volume of travels it was sald by a 
high authority,“ {I have never, within anything like 
the same space, seen 80 much said of Egypt, or so 
wisely, orso well. MuchasI have read about Fxypt 
—many volumes, indeed—I have found sume of these 
descriptions more graphic, more realistic, than I have 
ever met, or expect to meet, elsewhere. 


IL 
Newman Smyth's Repiy to Joseph Cook. 


Dorner on the Future State. Beinga Trans- 
bition of the Section of bis System of Christian Doc- 
tri... comprising the Doctrine of the Last Things. 
Wit an introduction and notes. By NEWMAN 
Smyru, ).)., author of “Old Faiths in New Light,” 
“The Orthodox Theology of To-day,” etc, 1 vol., 
12mo, $1. 

This is a faithful translation of that part of Dr. Dor- 
ner’s “ System of Christian Doctrine” which relates to 
the future state of the soul; with an Introduction and 
Notes b: y Dr. Newman Smyth. The object of the book 
is to set forth geerly and accurately the views of the 
> German Theologian on a subject of the highest 


importance ,wherein he has been strangely 
misrepresented in th’ Looentry, and particularly by 
the Rey. Joseph Cook, in his recent lectures on Futu 
Probation. 


II. 


An Honorable Surrender. By Many Apams. 
1 vol., 12mo, $1. 


An Honorable Surrender is a love story of a very 
fresh and unconventional type. It presents some situ- 


ations that have an unusual interest from their ori 
nality and piquancy, as well as from the brightness and 
rerery finish. of the patranve, and the author ex- 

idits a keenness - insight into character very un- 
poe in a first nove 





Ready Saturday, Feb. 24th. 
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Ice-Pack and Tundra. An account of the 
Search for the Jeannette and asledge journey through 
Siberia. By WILLIAM H. GILpER, correspondent 
of the New York Herald with the Rodgers Search 
Expedition ; author of “ Schwatka’s Search.” 1 vol., 
8vo, with maps and Illustrations, #4, 


Mr. Gilder’s book is an account of the voyage of the 
her — and destruction ; 


veries and with the 
thri ing nal narrative of his own solitary and 
lous ~~ hrough the Siberian weneee. The 
soa story of the Jeannette is given from 

the accounts of marvivare. is t will Hd ‘on tok 

the volume possesses an nary interest. 

rs 

Recollections of Arthur Penrhyn Stanley, 


late Dean of Westminster. Three lectures delivered 
in Edinburgh, in November, 188 By Groner 
GRANVILLE BRADLEY, D.D., Dean of Westminster, 
Honorary Fellow of University College, Oxford, 
1 vol., 12mo, $1.00. 

go recaliestions, written down successor 
one mene. and covering he winte course of 
Soniey’ . life, make up 80 ape and sympathetic a pic 
ture of the man, that even if a more ambitious ay 

phy appears later, these reminiscenses will be 


rred to it b nf many. The accounts of Stanley's li 
Rugby ond a Oxford, and of his early manhood, ha: have : 
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FINAL CAUSES. By Paou Jaxer, Member of the 
ad Academy. ‘Transla from the Second 
French Edition. With a Preface by Rospert 
Furnt, D.D., LL.D. 1 vol., 8vo, §2.50. 
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GIONS OF THE ANCIENT 
orang Egypt, Assyria, and Baby- 
dia, Phienicia, ‘truria, Greece, 
we Ra WLINSON, M.A. 1 vol, 
niform with “ The Origin of Nations.” 
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Series. vol, i2mo, @1 
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SOCRATES. Being a translation of the Apo! 
Crito, — Parts of the Phaedo of Plato, Contain 
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Rome, oo 
12mo, $1. 


test Teachi and his 
Le moe on the ¢ Luomortality of the ul, An 
uction by Prof. W. W. Goopwin, of Harvard 
jnivgrelty. 1 vol. ino, paver. ernie, 4 pa 
xi. 

preLreraEcs PUROLee rca. A Select 
and ibliography of Theol and Gen- 
eral am eal hentiete, By Joun FP. Hurst, 

D.D., LL I vol, 8vo, $3. 





These books are for sale 
will be sent, prepaid, upon recel 


CHARLES SCRIBNER’S SONS, 


748 and 745 Broadway, New York. 


Reward Cards. 


1 hooksellers, or 
Fe by ™ 





We have just tasned 
Five ced b 


Cards, the bs handser t ever offered the price, with 

a on each et bookvcliura. A rig ty 16 Soul k 
hey gre. wid oy all bo * 

“enor ae Packe 3 cents. 

-" of the five We mall, 
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apne New Books. 
AMES MONROE. 


| By PD. ©. Gruman, President of Johns Hopkins Unt- 


versity. Vol VI. of “ American Stateamen ” series. 


lino, gilt top, $1.25. 

The biography of President phoaree has never before 
heen written; and in this k Mr. Gilman produces 
no sinall amount of fresh material for elucidating the 
history of our government at a time when seve im- 
por tant questions, notably the Monroe doctrine, were 
¢iwaging publicattention. The book containsso much 
that is new, and is 80 well written, pang it will be found 
one of the’ most valuable volumes in the series of 
“ American Statesmen,” 


[Volumes already issued in the series of } 


AMERICAN STATESMEN. 


JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. By Jonny T. 
Morse, Jr. $1.25. 


ALEXANDER HAMILTON. 
CanoT Lover. $1.2. 
JOUN C. CALIIOUN, 

$1.25. 
ANDREW JACKSON. 
BuMNER, Yale College. 


2. By Henny 


3. By Dr. H. Vow Horst. 


4. By Professor W. G. 


$1.25. 


5. JOHN RANDOLPH. By Henry Apams, 
$1.25. 

6. JAMES MONROE. By President D. C. Grr- 
MAN. $1.25. 


S@ Several other volumes in preparation. 


RIVERSIDE HAWTHORNE. 


TWICE-TOLD TALES. 
MOSSES FROM AN OLD MANSE. 


THE HOUSE OF THE SEVEN GABLES, 
and THE SNOW IMAGE. 


A WONDER-BOOK, TANGLEWOOD 
TALES, & GRANDFATHER'S CHAIR. 


Each containing an Introductory Note by Mr. GrorcE 
P. LatTrrop, author of “ A Study of Hawthorne,” 
an original full-page Etching, and a Vignette Wood- 
cut, Crown 8vo, gilt top, #2 a volume. 

The new Riverside Edition of Hawthorne’s Works 
has won immediate popularity by the unsurpassed 
excellence of the contents, and of the beautiful style 


in which it is produced. ll be complete in twelve 
volumes. 





Il. 
Im. 


Iv. 





*,* For sale by all booksellers. Sent oy mail, postpaid, 
on recetpt of price, by the Publishers, 


HOUGHTON, MIFFLIN, & CO., 


BOSTON, Mass. 
- A BRIEF HISTORY OF — 
THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH. 


BY THE 
REV. W. A. LEONARD, 
Rector of St. John’s Parish, Waehington. 
With an Introduction by Bishop Williams, of Connecticut. 
12mo. pages, cloth, $1.25. 

From Bishop Williams.—" I have had the pleasure of 
examining the Rev, Mr. Leonard’s ‘Church History,’ 
and am happy to express my conviction of its very 
great value, I can cordially recommend it for use in 


all Church Schools, and am confident that it will be 
found to meet a real and long-felt want.” 


From Bishop Littlejohn.—" A difficult task was under- 
taken, but, in my Judgment, it has been done so well 
that there can be no doubt of !ts introduction Into our 
schools, Certainly it will be adopted In my Diocesan 
Schools, in two of which portions of the work have 
already been successfully used. The manual will sup- 
ply a want long felt, and I am grateful for the pains- 
taking and judicious labor that has provided it.” 

From Bishop Pinkney.—‘‘ A most important work 
has indeed been undertaken, and, judging from the 
hurried perusal I have given to a small portion of it, 
it is done singularly well. I like both the method and 
the execution. The answers given to the questions 
propounded are characterized by @learness, force, and 
a charming breviiy.” 


LECTURES, 


AND OTHER 


THEOLOGICAL PAPERS. 


By J. B. MOZLEY, D.D., 
Late Canon of Christ Core Oxford. &vo, 03 pages. 





Selections from the Writings of 


H. P. LIDDON, D.D. 


16mo. 224 pages. - - $1.00, 
*,* Sent by mail, postpaid, on receipt of price. 


E. P. DUTTON & CO., 


PUBLISHERS, 
39 West 23d St., New York. 


HENRY WARD BEECHER. 








NEW PUBLICATIONS, 


Oliver Cromwell. 
THE MAN AND RIS MITSSION.—An _ historical 
nba Gatnezy by im Ais Ey ad PICTON, any AY of 
" ete. In 1 volume. 
ocinvo, pen, es il op Lop, extra cloth, beveled, with with 
steel portrait, $2. 

This is a popular biography of Oliver Crom- 
well, which will be welcomed by those who are 
unable to pursue the stirring history of his life 
and times, in the elahorate volumes to which 
the student is at present referred. It traces the 
constitutional causes, and the personal quali- 
ties, which led to the establishment of a pro- 
tectorate, with incidental suggestions as to the 
bearing of Cromwell’s successes and failures in 
some issues of the present time. 


A Commentary on the Revised Version of the 
New Testament for English Readers. 
By the Rev. PREBENDARY HUMPHRY, B.D., 
Member of the Company of Revisers of the New 
Testament. 1 vol. 12mo, nearly 500 pagea, $1.75. 

Reconciliation, or Peace with God throu h 
the Blood of Christ, as Developed by 
History. 

An argument for the Christion faith. By A. LIN- 
DISLE. 1 vol. l2mo, €2.00, 

The Story of English Literature. 

a! ANNA BUCKLAND. 1yvol. large 12mo,530 pages, 


An elegant volume, finely written, suitable 
alike for the student and the library. 


Complete catalogue sent free by mail. 


CASSELL, PETTER, GALPIN, & CO., 


739 and 741 BROADWAY, NEW YORK, 


SAVE MONEY 


BY sending for our Floliday list of Beeks, Bibles, 

Albums, and Christmas Novelties, wt greatly 
reduced prices, from regular rates; alsu for our list of 
29 Choice Economical Sunday-school Libra- 
ries at 40 to 60 per cent. discount. Call on or address 


N. TIBBALS & SONS, 


124 Nassau St., New York City. 


HEOLOGICAL OOK STORE 


i. LB. ¢ *ARNE 
i. Smith, thay xo IPA rch L We 


=a SEND FOR CATALOGUE 


FOR EASTER SUNDAY 


The Gates of Day._. new and superior 
Service with appropriate Scripture selections. 
Songs written expressly for the occasion by Kev 
R. Lowry. 16 pages. 


Price, $4.00 per 100; 5 cents by mali 


Biglow & Main’s 


Easter Annual No. 7. 
A fine collection of Carols by favorite authors. 8 pages. 
Price, $4.00 per 100; 5 cents by mail. 




















A full Catalogue of Easter Carols, Services, and An- 
thems, sent on request. 
BIGLOW & MAIN, 


76 East Ninth Street, | 81 Randolph Strect, 
__NEW YORK. CHICAGO, _ 


CANTATAS -OPERETTAS 








SACRED. 
Rurn anv Boaz (65 cts.) is new, easy, and every 
way delightful. JosepH'’s BONDAGE ter 0). and 


BeLSHAZZAR ($1.00), make gorgeous Oriental speo- 
tacles, as do the easier DANIEL (50 cts.) and Estne 


SO cts.). FALL OF JERUSAL “T 80 cts.), CHRIST TH» 
4oRD (80 cts.), are good, and St. Saen'’s DeLUoG@E (F* 
cts.), riloz’ FLIGHT INTO EGy pt (38 cts.), Sul 


van's PRODIGAL SON (75 cts.), are worthy and strikir 


com posit 
SECULAR. 


ons. 

Comata (80 cts.), Dow MUNIO ($1.50), LoRELEY ~ 
cts.), St. +O om Dat 60 cts.), CU EEN (@1. 
eee and beautifu ler ones are “LaymMak = 

Root, and homes’ 8 Prcx ic ($1. ~. Pretty 
mo iperettas are PAULINE ALOMITA, 
i 25), Diavon® cuT DIAMOND ious" CUPS AND 

AUCERS (25 cta.). 

For man “others, send for lists. All Sullivan's 
Operas published in good style and at low prices. 


NEW BOOKS OF GREAT MERIT; 


REDEMPTION ($1.). Gounod Novello’s Edition. 
SHEPARD COLLECTION (#1). Quartettes and Chotra 
CHORAL CHorR ($1). Best new Choir Book. 
PrERLESs (75cts.). Best new Singing Class Book. 
MINSTREL SONGS (@). A en success, 

Musica Favorite (§). w Piano Music. 


Any book mailed for above price. 


OLIVER DITSON & CO., Boston. 
C,H. DITSON & CO., 87 Broapway, New Yorr. 


BEAUTIFUL NEW EASTER MUSIC! 


Six pages of New and Bright Carols! 

















ile Rermene sphiet PLY MOU la “put t 3 SPECIAL EASTER SERVICE OF 
1e wee y pam e' 4 
‘aiken chan ene ite | SCRIPTURE AND SONG 
lergymen and Theo! cal Bindewes, — ape an anpey | unday ach gy a either for 
church service or Sunday-schoo rice, 5 cents; 84.00 
F ords, TK Hulbert, New York. | chvtsh *Sitiianed MMA PUPT,” 
339° lanyaie St., Baltimore, Md. 
ona RAL DESIUNS. with Send for sample copy and examine. 
seriptire. tone tend ‘ters Dai SELECTING ANEW SUNDA Y-SCHOOL 
of SAMPL fea with book send for a co 
ifonets and —— DS i. ‘conta ning a large variety of COL N RAYS. 
4 cents per 100 to 2 cents each, Price, $30.00 undred t je 
Ne 1" rears. oy Variety, : No, 3 contaluing ‘Sob aos % cop ory Samp! » Bho 
a iarge om 3c to 6c each. 3c, Bend in | Sunday Schvul Co., 710 Sansom Bt, hile 
threecent ; man Address, 
Goodenough & W , 12 Nassan Street, N. Y, GET 4 BINDER FOR YOUR PAPER, 
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“OXFORD” 


ie eau 





Teachers’ Bibles.| 
“OXFORD” 


Revised New Testaments, 
Authorized by the American Committee of Revision 
In various Sizes and Styles of Binding. 
For sale at all bookstores throughout the country. 


THOMAS NELSON & SONS, 


42 Bleecker St.. New York. 








THE 


OXFORD STAND. 


enue isa LIGHT,STRONG and very CONVENIENT 
tand—raises the Map, Chart, Hymn, etc. from 6 ft. to 
i ft. above the floor, Can be moved about anywhere 


29 peateeren in aisl@, or room, and taken apart and 





away intended for the West Maps alone ; but | 


will be sent, on receiptof $5.00, 
tain arrival warranted. ul oat particulars sent, 
Happ ques-ions on this Stand. 
"UNIVERSITY MAP PUBL ISHERS, 
XFORD, ORTO. 





Covers, at 20 Cents, of E. P. ROE’S 


first and most popular Novel, 


‘BARRIERS BURNED AWAY. 


Mr. ROE’S remarkable career as a writer was 
begun with this story. Its sale in the regular edition 
has 40,000 copies, nearly 4,000 of which were 
sold last year. 


ly safe, and cer- | 


| 


An Edition limited to © 100,000 ¢ Copies in Paper 


The other works gh Mr. ROK are ———— at $1.50 


r volume. Their 
,000 volumes. 


“ Barriers”’ will be mailed to any address, on 
receipt of 20 cents in stamps, by 


DODD, MEAD, & COMPANY, Publishers, 
755 Broadway, New York. | 


Concert Exercises. | 


The following ‘Scriptural Concert Exercises, 
having first appeared in The Sunday School | 


sale has reached a total of over 





Times, have been printed in pamphlet form, | 


for the convenience of schools‘which may de- | 


sire to use them : 


THE RESURRECTION AND THE LIFE. 
THE RESURRECTION. 

“AN EASTER SERVICE.” 

THE GIFT BY GRACE. 

CHRIST, ALL AND IN ALL. 
THANKSGIVING AND THANKSLIVING. 
WHY AMI NOT A CHRISTIAN? 

A THANKSGIVING SERVICE. 

BIBLE SACRIFICES. 

BIBLE WORDS ABOUT SINGING. 
CONSECRATION. 

FAITH. 

TRUST. 

HEAVEN: OUR FATHER’S HOUSE. 
PRAISE GOD. 

SEEDTIME AND HARVEST. 

THE BEATITUDES. 

THE CREATION. 

THE GIFT OF GIFTS. 

THE GLORIES OF THE CHRIST-CHILD. 
THE NAMES OF OUR LORD. 

THE WAY OF LIFE. 

THE WONDERFUL. 


Price of each, $2.00 per 100 copies. No 
extra charge for postage. Samples, 5 cents 
each. Address, 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 
725 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


Net WE MEET ? 
BEYOND THE RIVER 


L. Hastines. Bo 
© AUy HOR'S COMPLETE uorriek 
ofthis favorit hyn, sung the world over, but of which only 
ONE-SEVENTH part appears in the hymn books; mailed to 
ong. shares on rooelpt of ofa ~r BS 15 cents we send 


e hymn with H. L. in three months on swtals 
THE CHRISTIAN: sts. Bue fice 


Paper. Free from pills, p by politics, and sectarian- 

frm: devoted to pene al Chritlanity. Gospel ay eremee, 
and com mon 

B60 


LITTLE “CHRISTIAN: Twice amouih, 26 


Via ag er. 

is very pusy. the time to look 
through y pe 
much pleased we them. 
L. Moody. 


Our papers th ets Fae ke toothers. He is 
@ vould also be glad of the other 
volumes. hi 
Christian is tothe ‘best 
Address H. L. 


HLS: urgeon said: “The 
ts Wanted. 
, Bostom 


r thet ec nes » me.” 4 
TINGS, 47 Cornh 


The Album Writer's ree 


pe intaut Chnicn ) Seces of Postry and Prose for 
toga ums. pages, paper covers, 
_———. y , Ayan ry p not doce Postage 
taken sam cash r 
ane 8. OGILVIE & CO., 3 Rose ‘Bt., New York. 





| 
| 
| 





‘ sum will be returned when 20 books are sold. Address, at once, 


EASTER CONCERT EXERCISES. 


Mr. W. R. Burnham, late Chairman of the Executive Committee of the International Sunday- 
school Convention, has prepared a Scriptural Concert Exercise for Easter. It will be printed in 
pamphlet form and sent by mail at the rate of $2.00 per hundred copies. 

Of the Exercises issued in previous years, the following will be reprinted: “ The Resurrec- 
tion,” by Franklin Fairbanks (of the International Lesson Committee). “The Resurrection 
and the Life,” by James H. Flint. 


these will be sent by mail at $2.00 per hundred copies. Sample of either Exercise sent by mail 
on receipt of five cents. 


Address, JOHN, D. WATTLES, Publisher, 7 725 Cheetmat Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


EASTER GREETINGS. 


The external attraction of an exquisite Floral Card with the rich and artistic illustrated 
Poem is the rare combination in 


THE GOLDEN FLORAL. 


These Elegant Volumes, so uniquely issued, and which the entire Press of the country, with 


remarkable unanimity, has praised so highly, will be found to be the most popular as well as 
the most charming and appropriate 


HASTEHR OFFHRRIN CG. 


These delightful volumes are entitled 


ABIDE. WITH ME. 





+ HE GIVETH HIS BELOVED SLEEP. 


™! AY NW Mt 


‘S39¥ 40 4904 


f= NEARER, MY GOD, TO THEE. 


RING OUT, WILD BELLS. 
‘WOH 133MS “WOH 





I ALUNNMF ISH AeS 
OH, WHY SHOULD THE. SPIRIT + THE BREAKING WAVES DASHED 
‘OF MORTAL BE PROUD ? HIGH. 


The covers are beautifully and aianneaity illuminated, each book having a different ‘alte 
and different flowers. 


There are Pansies and Roses, 
Daisies and Forget-me-nots, 
the stately Cat-tails, with the 
gorgeous Flower-de-Luce, the 


delicate Lily of the Valley, the 
sweet English Violet, and the 
pure and spotless EASTER LILY, 
so life-like, that they only need 


The Perfume of the Garden. 


These fascinating covers are fringed with a rich and heavy fringe, woven expressly for them. 
Each book is covered with a protector, and enclosed in a box or a neat envelope. The price is 
$1.75 per volume. Sold in sets or separately. 


! 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





The exquisite beauty and extreme daintiness in the decoration of 


THE GOLDEN FLORAL, 


with the great variety of sentiment in these volumes, ensure a wide sale for them, and render 
them most delightful souvenirs for 


BIRTHDAYS, WEDDINGS, AND MEMORIAL DAYS. 





For sale by all booksellers. Sent by mail, posi-paid, on receipt of price. 


Catalogues 
mailed free. 


LEE and SHEPARD, Publishers, Boston, Mass. 





Ws=THE MOST POPULAR BOOK OF THE DAY. 


feu <qNTERPRETE ain 


EV. HERBERT W. MORRIS, D.D., author of “Science and the Bible.” The Natural Wonders 

att Ant itual ceacmingt 9 or ibe Sun unfolded and explained, and the beautiful Analogies between the Sun 
Nature and the Sun of Righteousness clearly traced out. A book for every Bible reader, every ——— RY 

science, for ev ery member ofthe family. Pull of inspiration, Able, Earnest, Devout. More interesting 

romance, “ The interest in the theme is sustained t sroughout, and the closing ch chapters hold the am deg 
and move the mind and heart as fully as do the opening ones.” . Thomas H. Skinner, D.D., Chicago al. 
Seminar “Tt gives me great pleasure to express my ich appreciation of this work.”— Bev. Edwin PF. Hat- 
fei D.D., Stated Clerk, Presb. Gen'l Assembly, ‘I have read with delight, read the Votur of this book.” —- Elder 
W. MeGarve y, Prest, Oollege of the Bible. ar xington, Ry. “Noone can read the ites *9 ey F obtaining | 























ok and clearer views of the apn of Christ.”—Rev. Wm. Bacon Stevens, EB. Church, 
Diocese of Penna. AGENTS WA ED EVERYWHERE. Time may be saved, and tek cholg e nae territo 
secured, by ordering CANVASSING OUTFIT AT ONCE. This will be mailed 


id, for 81,00. whic 


J.C. McC & Cco., hila., Pa, ' 


“* An Easter Service,” by the Rev. J. Max Hark. Either of 





Dr. Warring’s Mil, School, Poughkeepsie, N N.Y, F Ad 
Business or College. Special peetion to Ibnglish Stu 
dies, Pupils froni all parts of U, 8, a for circular, 


IVERSIDE FAMILY sCHOOL 7 olan. Auburn- 
dale, Mass. Pupils» prepares for W ellesley ineipel 
For circulars, address Miss ] Delia ‘5 Snaith, Pris 
BANGOR THEOLOGICAL ‘AL SEMINAR ¥. 
Full course of study, Full corps ofteachers. Apply 
to Professor JOHN 5S. SEW ALL Bangor, Maine. 


P HONOG RAPHY, or Phonetic Shorthand. 
Catalogue of works, b y' Benn Pitman, with alpbo- 
bet and illustrations, for inners, sent on applica- 


tion. Address, Phonograph nic Institute, Clucinnati, ©. 

















BOSTON SCHOOL OF ORATORY. 
ULL course TWO YKARS: shorter course, once year. 
The Delsarte system of gesture and a comypéete 
course of light gyinnastica, Term begins Oct. 5. A ppli- 
cation at L Somerset St., Boston, Maass., ae ist to 
Sth, from 10to A.M. For qatalc es appiy to 
Lf D, Prin, 


WANTED #22225: 
Women to 
See ees 


Situations Guaranteed, 
Address Soret elaine. e  MOUB'SCOLLEGE, Painesville,Q, 


Usual Literary Courses. 

Greenwich Academy. Witt stusicar institute 
and Commercial College. Founded . Both 
Sexes. Influences decidedly rel us. ome careand 
comforts. Charmingly locat on Narragansett 
Bay and on direct route from N. Y.to Boston. Grand 
fx medhpeae 2 for salt water bathing and boating. 
Terms moderate, progr. opens eatin Cata- 
logue free, Rev. K ESLER, A inci- 
pal, East Greenwich, R. I. 


“HARVARD UNIVERSITY. 


Examinations for admission to the College and the 
Professional Rchools are held every year in Cambridge, 

















Mass., Exeter, N. H., New York, Phila., Cincinnati, 
Chic cago, St. L ous, and San Francisco, on the Thurs- 
day, Friday and Saturday following the leat Wednes- 
day in June (this year June 28, 29and 90). The Har- 
vard Examinations for Women are held in omy ds a 
New York, Phila. and Cincinnati on the same = 

Special students are received without — jon 
in every department except the Medical Sch 

Graduates of other colleges are admitted to ~ tell 
standing in Harvard College upon such conditions as 
the Faculty deem equitable in each case, 

For information concerning the terms of admission, 
the cost of a college or professional course, the scholar: 
ships (155) and other benefic' aid, the studies in each 
department, or any other subject connected with the 
University, the Registrar of Harvard Univer- 
sity, Cambridge, Mass. 


NEW ENGLAND CONSERVATORY . 


is in all, nd Vi 
de the 2 Svat Norges 
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ax 
and hich: 
opp ios, Pstory, 
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OXFORD MAPS. 
Palestine and part of Syria. 
OSBORN AND COLEMAN’S 
Beautiful, recent, ¥ Pere has the 
MARGINAL LETT ACCURATE TABLE 


the 
OF DISTANCES and os critical) reviewed i Bite 1883) of 
all truly known b. Dict., or 


is equally 

Ro 

wall ma: e 0 
pas a oo ey oe ‘and. aoe SIT the true corvaya and 
hy of the Holy 
a Oe Itisan ornament a of 

not 
aathf Road. Castle I Ruin, 


ed which 


a We , An 
‘orest, or Bite which Is not 
laced on either the personal examination of the edi- 
rs, or on other good autho edition has 


been corrected to present new facts, if important. 
Dr.J. Vincent says of it: “ Clear, accurate, artis- 
+e a magnificent ‘air.” 
Dr. te pat, A ler, Srsekize, &, : “ The best large 


I 
Dr. Job . John Trail, Ba of 8.8. W Vamer. 8. & Union: 
can recommend pnce-—no one Can use 
this Ba without appreciating is mag Cristian Uni 
It ‘elves ere Treat Abbett Ba of , 4 
Oo. SB Jenn, Bee’y Sa eesdie shece Soc., 


— ¥.3 “Tt is sar the any I know of.” 

A full description and small photo sont on receipt 
| of stamp. 

‘Two ft. by 6 ft., $10.50. Smaller Class and 


ae bys 
Library, 43¢ by 3 ft., oo On self-acti sprtng.coner. 
complete, with rich tassel cord, etc., itional. 


With the Oxford Stand, $3.00 additional. For smaller 
map, spring-roller, $1.56 additional. 


Weare kindly Ung ed to refer to the Editors of The 
Sunday School 


U2 SIVERSITY | ‘PUBLISHING 00., Box 74 
Oxford, *onnto. 
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Rev. J M W Re ne Washington Co. Pa 
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~ PUBLISHER'S DEPARTMENT. 


TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. Published weekly 
at the oan Ly rates, which include postage, 
From 1 to 4 coples........ my each. 


o- * 









5to9 copies... 

“ —- 10 to 19 copies.. 
® copies or more.......... 

The yellow label on each paper shows up to w hat date 
a subscriber has paid, If the publisher does not by that 
date receive a request from the subscriber that the paper 
be discontinued, he will continue to send Ut, The ry 
will, however, be stopped at any time thercafter, he 
subscriber so desires, and remits We amount due yas the 
time that he has received U. The papers for a club will 
be stopped at once on the € panne of the club subscrip- 
tion, unless a renewal for the same ts received. 

Bubse riptions will be received for any portion of a 
year at Mi early rates. 

Additions may be made at any time to a club, at the 
same rate at which the club, as first formed, would be 
authorized to subscribe anew, Such ariditional sub- 

scriptiona to expire at the same time with the clubas 

original ordered. The new subscribers to pay pro 
the time of their subscriptions, 

The papers for a club, whether xo in a package 
to one address, or sent separately members of 
the club, — be discontinued at tne expiration of the 
subscriptio 

Subseribers asking to have the direction of a pape 
changed should be careful to name not only the poet 
office to which they wish it sent, but also the one to 
which it has been sent. All addresses should include 
both county and state. 

Any person wishing to renew either a single or club 
subscription, ia connection with which his name has 
not before been known to the publisher, will please 
wive the name of the person to whom the paper or 

rs have heretofore been serit. 

ubscribers wishing to introduce The Times to their 
friends, can have specimen copies sent free from this 
office to any address. 


THE WEEKLY LESSON LEAF. 


A separate leaf for 
every Sunday in the year. 






100 copies, one month.. 4, 0 
100 copies, one year ty X 
Less than 100 copies at sa: taken 





rate. 
for iess than one calendar 1B m 


Lin! SCHOLARS’ QUARTERLY. Contains the Les- 
three months, with colored map, beautiful 
plotures, appropriate music, etc., etc 
oo copies, one year (four quarters)... casted $25.00 
Single copy. one year (four quarters ) set 
100 copies, three months (one quarter) a 
Under 10 copies, three months, Cach...............-cene 07 


THE VEST A separate leaf for each 
hb Lo oP wg on ‘writing hn and requiring 
wa ten, answers to questions © on the —— 
100 co copies one month.. al a. Se. 


ear . 8200. 
Less than 100 copies at same rate, Orders not taken 
for leas than one Calendar month. 


GREAT BRITAIN. 


Messrs. Hodder and Stoughton, 27 Palesocee, Row 
London, B, C., will send the American Sun: ool 
Merwe post free, fora year, to any address in wo rcat 

tain for ten shillings prepaid. “The oe will be 
tid by "all the rincipal, Newndenters, oh aay 
as will also the olars’ Quarterly rs prlce 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 
725 Chestnut St., Philadelphia. 


~ ADVERTISING RATES. 


The uniform rate for ordinary advertisements in 
The y School Times is 2% cents per agate 
line (14 lines to an inch), each insertion, whether 

r one time or more, excepting for the months of 

ovember and December. During these months 
there being a large extra circulation, together with 
@ pressure of advertising matter for its columns, 
the rate will be 40 cents per + ek, line, Advertise- 
ments inning early in the but runni. 
boy ovember and December, ywiil be cha 

ral r the nine issues for those months. 
The rate for Reading Notices (bourgeois type, 7 
in the Business De teneet Ss will be ft .00 per coun 
line for each insertion, and for Special Notices (solid 
) 50 cents per line foreach insertion atany season. 
rs concerning advertisements should be ad- 
dressed to 


PENNA. RELIGIOUS PRESS 
ASSOCIATION, 
£03 Chertout St., Philadelphia. 





















; WORLD L 
LADIES’ FANCY WORK. 


CROCHET. x CRAME LACE CK - RACK, 
AND. DARNED LACE PATTERNS. 
This Book has ustrations, including 15 Darned 

Lace Patterns, Patterns and Instructions 40 
ing and Ma Wer. Fag tage lace, Rick- mack Trin- 

ming, TS Work Bag, etc. Price, 50 ¢ 

A ook”. or INSTRUCTIONS AND PATTERNS 
for Artistic Needle Work, Kensington Embroidery, 
Directions for Making Knitted Wor k, etc. Tells how to 
make 20Stitches, ues, South Kensington, Outline, 
Persian, Tent, Star, Satin, Janina, Filling, Feather, etc. 
1 48 a ket, Aplasher, Tidy, Piano 





Patterns for 


r Crochet- | 
























some for HOLIDAY, 
Wedding Presents, 


Before 
chase write for 
CATALOGUE 
ore. at lowest. 
BUY ELSE 


"TTT © TUM rices. 


ae OD, Alena 


TINS VS) STITT 


nounce that nothing can be more suita- 
AN or PIANO- 

ou make a pur- 
LLUSIRA 
showin 


HERE «until you 
SEND FOR HOLIDAY CIRCU- 
tit \ LARS, NOW READY. Valuable information to the retail 
; buyer,.§ If you have no time to write a lettersend a postal anyway. 
Address orcallupon DANIEL F. BEATTY, 
{ BEATTY'S MANUFACTORY : f 
Railroad Ave. & Beatty St. 


WASHINGTON, NEW JERSEY, UNITED STATES OF AMERIOA. 





“The Largest Organ and Piano Establishment in Existence.” 
While as rule. over the doors of other manufactories 


alg htey 29 &c.,’’ over Beatty's you read ‘‘ VISITORS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME.” 
ia ae aN a oS Waa NA NN ASS, 


[ Vol. EV. No. 8. 








SE SS: “STAT SN 
UTIFUL HOLIDAY PRESENTS 


o—-#- BEA 
tty’s Organs %76 Pianofortes. 


——"“THE MOST SUCCESSFUL HOUSE IN AMERICA.”—— 


“S$ the time is approaching when 
many will buy —— hand- 





Birthday or 
I beg to ana- 


ED 
elegant 
DO NOT 





BENSON ON NIE 


BEATTY’S OFFICES AND WAREROOMS: } 
| Beatty Buliding, W ashington Ave, 


“Ss 


Eas 


ou read “* Positively No Admit. 
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$6.75 FOR A $100 8. S. LIBRARY. 


For $6 75 we sell 100 volumes choicest $1 to $1.50 8.8 
Library books, put up in pampniet form, neat covers, wire 
stitebed, light and fiexible; will positively outlast m st expeus- 
ive. Book~ ready catalogued and numbered; delivered free. 
Over three million sola, 170 boo « issued—whole ot for $11.18 
60 books. $5 50. Sample book and particulars, !0c. 


$1 10 FOR A $10 TEACHERS’ LIBRARY. 


® Ten books, including Bible Dictionary, Commentary 
Compendium of Teaching, ete., books worth Tbe. to § 50 each: 
whole ten $1.10; singly, 15c. each: fived@ibraries $1 each. posip'd. 


$35: i Raf mf ten ong peg, = Vd 


ful, la est improvements, $45. Beud for particu ars. 





30x44; correct to latest survey. Old Testament 

Palestine, New Testament Palestine, and Trav- 

lb» pa of St Paul On cloth, $1 50cach; on cloth 
d, $2 each 


REWARD CARDS, hres twenty-tve 


eent packs for 250. Ten packs, 800. Sample pack. assor 









r, C;, PER YEAR /0k Wonraty 8.8. Parkas 
Sl eneeneneeinneteriemenennedl 

weekly at 30c. per year: one primary weekly at 6c. per year. 

and new tune combination. to sing at sicht. 

ford. with Concordance, Bible Dictionary, Encvclo 

flexible, protection edges, silk sewed, ete., for $2 50, postpaid. 


when bought in lots of ten or 

HE PER YEAR FOR QUARTERLIES. 

2 8 Teachers’ Heips 18. to 24¢. per year. Simples tree, 

The cele- 

pedia, tables, maps, etc., most complete teachers’ Bible extant 

2e5r ANTHEM EBOOK ie.ioStee, choice 
! 


more. Papers size of the ordinary. One immense 
Scholars’ Lesson Helps, with music, patent old 

’ 
$1.30 TEACHERS’ BIBLE. 2.3: 
i 4 pages, gilt edges, strong binding, for $1.0. Best kidlined, 
anthems: ablest wiiters eleven editions sold, 
Price $5 per dus. ; postage extra 5 cents each, 


Go, SONG BOOK. ies int 


r hundred ; e 
extra, 15g cts Catalogue free. er = 





DAVID C. COOK, Revotvtion SunpAyY SCHOOL PURLIENER, 46 nil een Chicago. 





A NEW Eh 


structor. 
ALL SCHOO admitted. Containing 
he price is Sixed as 


To be had of leading 


ers eve 
Cieveland, O. — 


here. 
Address: A. B 


per hundred, 60 cents single copy. 
ALL SC per roo, 40 cts. HOOLS le copy. Substantially and beautifully bo 
Published at the 
RNHAM, 666 Woodland Avenue, Cleveland, oO. — 


IN SUNDAY-SCHOOL MUSIC. 
“THE SPIRIT OF PRAISE,” 


Edited by Alfred Arthur, Cteveland,O. A practical and thorou 





h musician and S. S. in- 


Music of a high character, yet simple; of pe melody and rich harmony. No 


ymns and Tumes. To meet the demands of 
Yollowe : Muslin edition, ornamented covers, 
Board edition, ornamented, 
4 bound. Material best uality. 
vangelical Publishing House, 








| JohnWannamak 


Everythingin Dry ¢ 

Wearing ppardl 

Housek ng int- 

ments sen es express or fre accord- | ' 


ight, 
ing to of money if not etl to return and 
re 


l ith d ailed plicatio 
ogue, W e m on @ mn. 

» JOHN tale mulled on upp HILADELPHIA, 
We have the eal retafl stock in the United States. 


FSTERBROOK °" "ne 


Leading Numbers: 14, 048, 130, 333, 161. 


For Sale by all Stationers. 
THE ESTERBROOK STEEL PEN CO., 
Works, Camden, N. J. 26 John St. New York. 


AUTOMATIC 
EYE-GLASS HOLDER. 


Winds up cord itself, “A” 
shows position of glasses 
reeled up. No breaking of 
i glasses: very handy. Thou- 

y sands are in use. By mail, 

y aur” 





















KETCHAM & 
McbOUGAT L, Mfrs., 
4 Loery Pia N. Y 


A Chance to Obtain a Reliable 


ENCYCLOPEDIA CHEAP. |’ 


The Library of Universal Knowledge. 


It contains every word of Chambers’ Encyclopedia, 
with halfas many titles added on American subjec ects, 
all under our alphabetical arrangement. 


Price, per set of 15 vols., cloth, $25.00 
We will send the entire set for $15.00 


This is indeed a whole library in itself, and if va 
care anything for books, you cannot afford to let 
op vortunity pass 

he sent wo contains more matter, is brought up toa 
later date than any other encyclopedia, is easy to 
handleand hold, being of a convenient size (9% x 65 
inches), the type is large and clear, and the pape r and 
binding handsome and duratile. 

The work embraces over 40,000 titles, is a verbatim 
reprint of Chambers’ (with American additions), the 
great merit of which is universally acknowledged. 
| ‘The Library of Universal Knowledge is especially 
adapted for the wants of American families. Itis a 
soutpacton that answers every question and asks none. 











Cover, ete. Price | _ av ee yng ne wm nearly a thousand pages, which 
N ‘ae ; shows that the information contained therein is pre- 
5 COLOREO cairn: Rots page 4 sented with sufficient fullness, at the same time suc- 
BOOK OF 100 CROSS-S: Pow PAPEERNS or cinctly and with accuracy. 


Sayre seal Ww oe. > Pilowers, 


Birds, A ic 
beotghy' "A diphapea et os sa, athe seme 






ALL! ss ! “east Se the meal 


Forwarded by express on receipt of $15.00. 


Enterprise Purchasing Agency, 
802 Chestnut St., Philadelphia. 











FREE Br Reree Malt-x ir ~ ER Oy 4 EH ice, found in n The Scholars 
Currus, D.W. MOODY 400. 1 W.oth-Cinginnat 0. | hundred. “No extes charge fae sess at 75 conts per 





SAWYER’S CRYSTAL BLUE 


Red Ton Rox, MANUFACTORY ESTABLISHED 1858. 


Used by nearly every family in New 

land, and by all first-class laundries, 
it never spots the clothes. 

The brilliant azurine tint unequalied. 

it cag a clear tint. to Laces, Linens, 

and special bright, clear tint to 
or Whoued cloth. 

Call for SAWYER'S Red Top Box. 

TAKE NO OTHER. 


SAWYER CRYSTAL BLUE CO., 
BOSTON, MASS. 











' BARLOW’S ‘or Sale by Grocers. 
INDIGO ‘BLUE. 2. 8S. WILTBERGER, Prop., 


N. Second St., Phila, Pa. | 





THE FAMILY WasH BLUE. 








—Menand Wo: omen Agents. Seedy werk. Jas. 
Wanted; E. Whitney, Nurseryman, Rochester, N. Y. 
GENTS WANTED for the Best and Fastest- 
selling Pictorial Booksand Bibles. Prices reduced 

383 percent. NATIONAL PUBLISHING Co. 
Salary — expenses, 


Salesmen Wanted. Sry and expenses 
Cc HAS, W. STUART, Newark, Wayne Co. , New York, 
GENTS WANTED for the Best and Fasiest sell- 
ing Pictorial Books and Bibles. - Prices a ay 33 
percent. NATIONAL PUBLISHING Co., Phila. ’ 


PERMANENT and LUCRATIVE. BUSINESS 


can be secure 
women in every 
WILMOT, CASTLE, 














_P hila., Pa. 





reliable, energetic men an 
Address with stamp 


ocality. 
& Co., Rochester, N. Y. 


AGENTS Wanted * 





re! handsome flustrated stané- 


works of character; great varlet , Books & Bibles 
low in phos selling fast; need Lverywhets ; Liberal terms. 
ley, Garretson & (o.. 64 N. Fourth St.. Philadelphia, Pa. 
ead author of *‘ Log Cabin to White fpouee: » 

T4 P DUSH wee IRINCIPLE,. 
AGENTS WA EVE ite WHERE. 
The best book for y outers nae “Presents the conditions 
of all desirable success."+Ch. Leader. ‘“‘The key to 
wealth, spiritual and material.”—Jour. ef ducation. 
12mo, $1. 50, Extratermstoagents. Jas. H. Earle, Boston, 


TREASURY ae 20 SOLD! 
OF F SONG scons 300 Leen wems oF song 


comic, sen and sucr: 
Fish, Ses “Would yah in sheet form in stores early 
iy bales 











bound, only $2.50. 
Rey such eminent critics as Patti, 
tney, Gilmore, Thursby and others. 
Ie immensely ppomer. Sells very fast. Zve: 
home circle and singer wants it. For terms. 
dress HUBBARD BhOS 723 Chestnut St., Phila. 


WE WANT 1M mr BOOK AGENTS 


THIR' Gen. TY-TI 3 & Gen. WILD INT iANS. New ONt 


Introduction by Gen. Sherman. Superb IANS A 
great work was subscribed for by *res't Arthur, Gen. Grant, 
and hundreds of eminent men, and is indorsed as the most 
Valuable and Thrilling book ever written. It Sells like eedidfire, 
and is the grandest chance to coin money ever offered to Agents. 
Send for Circulars. Extra Terms, Specimen Plate, etc., all free. 
to A. D. WORTHINGTON & CO., Hartford, Conn. 


“ae. COFFEE 


Ap Oue-T et Cost of any other process. 
Pot, indispensable 


to every family. oon 
Agents Wanted, FE Large choice 
y sae | free, no saids wees t —— 
another 840, ete. ” : 


» E. SHEPARD & CO., Cincinnati, 0.) Sale ss City, Mo 


















WORTH REPEATING. 


“WHEN THE SLEEPERS SHALL 


RISE.” 


[From The Princess and Curdie, by George 
Macdonald. } 


The stars are spinning their ry ory 
And the clouds are the dust that 
And the suns are weaving them u 
For the time when the sleepers shall rise. 


The ocean in music rolls, 
And gems are turning to eyes 
And the trees are gathering souls 
For the time when the sleepers shall rise. 


The weepers are learning tosmile, 
And laughter to glean the sighs ; : 
Burn and bury the care and the guile, 

For the day when the sleepers shall rise. 
Oh, the dews and the moth and the daisy red, 
The larks and the glimmers and flows! 

The lilies and sparrows and daily bread, 
And the something that nobody knows! 


A GLIMPSE AT AN OLD-TIME 
BIBLE CLASS. 


[By Professor Cyrus Northrop of Yale] 


One of my earliest recollections is of 
such a Bible class. In the “side seats” at 
the right of the pulpit and in the north- 
west corner of tlfe church, removed as far 
as possible from the rest of the Sunday- 
school, was the Bible class at which it was 
my privilege to gaze during those pro- 
tracted intervals in which my own teacher 
was occupied with other scholars and it 
was not “my.turn” to answer. There in 
that Bible class were the. fathers of the 
hamlet. There was the Colonel as teacher. 
He was a patient and long-suffering man. 
He never attempted even to guide, much 
less control, the debate. There were gath- 
ered those pious souls who thought them- 
selves too ignorant to teach,and who went 
into the Bible class with fear and trem- 
bling, lest the superintendent should ask 
them to open the school with prayer. 
There were the crooked sticks that would 
fit in nowhere else. There were the com- 
bative spirits, who liked nothing so much 
as controversy, and tossed arguments about 
on Sundays as freely as hay on week-days. 
There was the man with one idea and 
always finding a chance to bring it in, no 
matter what the subject of the lesson might 
be. The class thus made up might with- 
out impropriety be called a religious de- 
bating society; and like all debating 
societies it sometimes struggled for victory, 

by as much as for truth. But over all 

e Colonel presided with unchanging 

ps and with only an occasional exhi- 
bition of consciousness that the debate 
might be more to the point without hurt- 
ing any one. That Bible class is still in 
its old place—still doing its work, in a 
better way than formerly, I think. But 
the Colonel is not there. One of the 
larger boys whom I knew stands in his 
eee And the men who engaged in such 
1igh debate about doctrine and duty, they 
are not there, for the last of them has 
gone to that land where, let us hope in 
the mercy of God, the mysteries of life 
and of truth shall all be made plain. 

Those men with all their simplicity of 
life and of thought felt the power of these 

mysteries. Yet that was not, like ours, an 
age of agnosticism. Probably no man in 
that class had any troublesome doubts 
about the existence of God, or the inspi- 
ration of the Bible, or the divinity of 
Jesus, or of the resurrection of Christ and 
of the dead hereafter. Tothem every word 
in the Bible was inspired—how, why, 
or when, did not matter. The question 
with them was not “Is this or that state- 
ment in the Bibletrue?” but “ What does 
it mean, and what practical duty does it 
teach?” The foundations of religious be- 
lief were not disturbed. Sciences whose 
voice now shakes the earth were then 
uttering but the moan of a feeble infant, 
heard only by its nurse. “And ‘so the Bible 
was not studied as a curious collection of 
interesting old manuscripts of uncertain 











origin, but pretty well saturated with 
G | morality and truth, and therefore on the 
| whole “calculated to do good ; ” but it was 

studied as I think it should be in a large 
| degree studied now, as the Revelation o1 

| God to man, a complete guide to holy liv- 
|ing. The Bible dase that is converted 
| into a court for the trial of Christianity is, 
and in the nature of the case, must be, a 
failure. 


< 
| In ordering pra or in making tuguiry con- 
| cerning anything qevertioes, pode this paper, you 
| will oblige the publisher ob ke hor 

| tiser, by stating that you how ry Aderdladinaes 
in The Sunday School .Times. 
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Church Sets + Complete, $38 to $500. 
The Largest Stock in the United States. 


Phen os oat. ieee mailed free, if a net for. 
TURE MANUFAC 
2c ed Mla dy Boston, 


~ DANNER REVOLVING “BOOK-CASE. 


Cc. W. CLARK 
2734 Franklin St., Boston. 





ARTISTIC 

















FOR SU NDAY-SCHOOLS. 
Send to J. &RLA MB, 

59 Car’ 
FOR HAND 


MENEELY BELL FOUNDRY. 

Favorably known to the public since 
Church,Chapel, School,Fire Alarm 

and other bells; also Chimes and Peals. 


MENEELY & C0., WEST TROY, ¥, Y. 
BUCKEYE BELL FOUNDRY. 


Bel \s of Pure Copper and Tin for Churches. 

hools, Fire Alarms, Farms, etc, LLY 
ARRANTED. Catalogue sent Free. 

VANDUZEN & TIFT. Cincinasti. oO 
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nd for Circular, 
S:SUPERDTEND ENTS 
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The ESTEY ORGAN 


will deserve the repu- 
tation of former years 
by the continued ad- 
dition of all the em- 
bellishments and im- 
provements that costly 
and skilled artisans 
can produce. 
ILLUSTRATED CaTaA- 
LOGUES, with elegant 
and varied styles, sent 
free to all applicants. 


jas Tal 


WWW 2222-0 


KNABE 


PIANOFORTES. 


UNEQUALLED IN 
Tone, Touch, Workmanship, and 
Durability. 
WILLIAM KNADE & CO 
and 206 West Baltimore street, * Baltimore 
No, 112 Fifth Avenue, New Y ork. 


BOSTON, MASS., 
Builders of the Grand Organs in Tremont Temple, 
Boston ;: Plymouth Church, Brooklyn; Music Hall, | 
Cincinnati ; Chuzeh of MR e Holy Communion, Phila: | 
delphia; and of near! yl | 


CHURCH ORGANS 


for ‘new abylos fthecountry. We invite attention to 
our new styles oe PARLOR ORGANS, at from $500 to 
USIC C MMITTEES, ORGANISTS, and others, 
are invited to apply to us direct for all information 
cannected with our art. DESCRIPTIVE CIRCU- 
LARS and specifications furnished on application. 
Second-hand Organs for sale at low prices. 


ORGANS psd Spey 


HOMAGE WATEES & OO. ou Bear hE, | 5 
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IT PAYS to sell our Hand Rubber Stamps. | 


ples free. Foljambe & Go. Cleveland C o 


SILK BANNERS 


mine Street, New York, | 
BOOK, 


=f 


J. ESTEY &CO., > Bpedica authorities 












Is now extensively.used, and is prescribed by the medi- 
| cal faculty wherever it has been introduced. 

Its adaptability is general to the invalid, the con- 
valescent and the vigorous. 

Tochildren it secures a strong muscular develop- 
hrs and for maternal nursing, imperfect mastica- 
tion, athletic training, physical exhaustion, indigestion 
or mental overstrain, it is the Perfection ef food. 
No other beef extract isso palatable or so nutritious 
as Johnston’s, and we confidently recommend it as 
the only meat extract which fulfills all the conditions 
required in such preparations. 

For sale by Druggists and Fine Grocers génerally. 

Robert Shoemaker & Co., General Agents 
Ww. M. Shoemaker, Proprietor, Philadelphia. 
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Superior to 
any. Highest 


testify to its delicacy of 
tasteand smell. For sale by D 


ruggists. 
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MRS. POT? 
COLD HANDLE §$ SA 





ADVANTAGE S| 


DO NOT BURN THE HAND, 
DETACHABLE WALNUT HANDLE, 
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| W.L. 


SCHOOL TIMES. 


Sent Free to 
any Addres Address. 
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DUTCHESS ERY AND SEED ESTABLISHMENT 


RIS, Jr New Vou 


FOR $I. 27 FOR $2. 


Finest ever-bloomipg sorts, your 
choice, all labeled, free by mail. 
Best and cheapest im the 
» we mean this. Will 
prove it by sending sample plant for 15 cents. Safe 
arrival and satisfaction guaranteed. a LEAD in 
quantity, quality, size and price of all choice plants, 
new and old. Valuable premiums GIVEN AWAY. 
12th Annual Illustrated and Instructive em AM AY. 
WOODS, BEACH & CO., New Brighton, Pa. 
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racing all valu: varieties, 
also a superior stock of Fruit 

trees. Lovett’s Small Fru’ 
best. Catalogue, brilliant- 


iiltetrated (colored plates), tell- 

ig how to get and grow them, 

; onest descriptions, fair prices, 

Most beautify! and useful Fruit Catalogue ever 

Bthact’ °s LOVETT, Little Silver, N. J., 
of G Queaber Raspberry 4 Manchester Str ‘awherre 








Our Large GARDEN GUIDE 
describing Cole’s Reliable Seeds 
is Mailed Free to All. We 
Offer the Latest Novelties in 
SEED POTATOES, Corn, Oats 








DOUBLE POINTED, IRON BOTH WAYS, 

BEST IN USE AND CHEAP, 

THREE IRONS, ONE HANDLE AND A 
STAND TO A SET. 











FOR SALE BY THE 


[HARDWARE TRADE Jf 





SE EEDS GIVENAWAY!A A package ackagemixed F Flower 
Seeds (350 kinds), vee samp e Park’s Floral Maga- 
' gine, all for stamp. G. W. PaRgK, Fausttubere, Pa. ' 





at, and the Best Collection of Vegetable, 
Bower, Grassand Tree SEED. Everything is tested. 
Address COLE & BRO., Seedemen, PELLA, IOWA. 


MAKE HENS LAY! 


An English Veterinary Surgeon and Chemist now 
traveling in this country, says s that most of the horse 
and cattle a sold here are worthless trash. He 


| says that Sheridan’s Condition Powders are absolutel 


pure and immensely valuable. Nothing on earth will 


| make hens lay like Sheridan’s Condition Powders. 


ose, one teaspoonful to — pint food. Sold every- | 
where, or sent Ww mail for eight ee stam 
1.8. JOHNSON & Pe Boston, ! ass. 
formerly Bangor, Me. 


The Most Remark. 
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Mailed free on application. 
Please State in what paper you saw this), 
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AND GRAZING LANDS nays Folten ON 7 
we Northern Pacific RR. 


in MINNESOTA, DAKOTA, 
| ano MONTANA. 


_ BIG CROP AGAIN IN 188! 


Low Prices ; LONG TIME; REBATE FOR IMPROVE- 
MENT; REDUCED FARE AND FREIGHT TO SETTLERS. 
FOR FULL INFORMATION, ADDRESS 


HERMANN TROTT, Gen. LAND Act. 
a MENTION THIS PAPER. Sr. Paut, MINN. 


Pan IRGINIA FARMS & M LLS 


REAL ESTATE JOU RNAL 
ties BRB. CHAFFIN & 00, Richmond, V iretnta 













on James River, Va., in a northern 
settlement. Illustrated circular free. 
J.F. MANCHA, Claremont, Virginia. 


Paste rey mail or express to al I parts of the United States. - 
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every teacher of the Holy Record.”—Zion's Herald, 
Boston, Mass. 

“ These subjects are all discussed by the most learned 
Protestants of the times, and furnish, in a small com 
pass,a large amount of valuable reading matter.’ 
American Christian Review, Cincinnati, Ohio, 

“Very valuable to the Bible student,”— 7he Christian 
Advocate, Richmond, Va. 

“Bible stadents will do well to procure A copy.’ 
The Central Christian Advocate, St. Louis, 

“This little volume will be specially ninieh to Sun- 
day-school teachers, and must afford them consider- 
able assistance in Interpreting and 
Scripture.”— The Gospel Banner, 


“ A valuable little book.” 


Augusta, Maine. 
— The Advance, Chicago, IU, 
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